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Men  Arrested  in 
Restroom  Resign 


News  Commentary 


Black  Gay  Men 
Meet  in  Atlanta 


OLYPMIA,  WA  —  Within  a 
week  of  their  arrests  in  a  public 
restroom  on  Capitol  Lake,  three 
prominent  Washington  state  men 
have  resigned  their  jobs. 

State  Rep.  Eric  Rohrbach,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  state’s  House  In¬ 
surance  Committee,  Joseph  Dean 
Gregorius,  head  of  the  state’s 
Bureau  of  Alcoholism  and  Sub¬ 
stance  Abuse,  and  Leopold 
“Rick”  Schmidt,  president  of  the 
Olympia  Brewing  Company,  the 
third  largest  employer  in  the 
region,  were  arrested  in  mid- 
February  by  police  who  had 
staked  out  the  restroom,  sup¬ 
posedly  after  receiving  complaints 
from  citizens  about  homosexual 
activity  there. 

Representatives  of  the  Olympia 
Gay  Rights  Coalition,  however, 
are  wondering  why  the  police  had 
the  restroom  staked  out  at  this 
particular  time,  alleging  that  “the 
restroom  has  been  a  well-known 
‘tea-room’  for  over  20  years.”  In 
addition,  there  are  fears  that 
police  surveillance  may  have 
spread  beyond  one  bathroom  to 


AMSTERDAM  —  The  Dutch 
organization  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights,  COC,  reports  that  a  recent 
visit  to  the  United  States  by  a  Lib¬ 
eral  Party  member  of  the  Dutch 
Parliament,  Harry  van  den  Bergh, 
has  “yielded  no  immediate  re¬ 
sults.”  Van  den  Bergh  was  in  this 
country  to  press  for  reform  of 
American  immigration  laws  which 
preclude  the  entry  of  lesbian  and 
gay  male  aliens. 

While  in  America,  van  den 
Bergh  met  with  officials  of  the 
Justice  Department,  the  State  De¬ 
partment,  the  Select  Commission 
on  Immigration  and  Refugee  Pol¬ 
icy,  and  members  of  the  Congress, 
among  them  Sen.  Alan  Cranston 
(D-CA),  who  has  introduced  im- 
jnigration  reform  legislation.  A 
statement  issued  by  Bram  Bol  for 
the  COC  said  that  van  den  Bergh ’s 
feeling  is  that  “nothing  much  is  to 
be  expected  from  [the]  Congress 
...  in  the  near  future 

Acting  out  of  a  feeling  that 
“more  political  pressure  is  called 
for  on  the  international  level,” 
van  den  Bergh  and  other  members 
of  the  Dutch  Parliament  “will  be 
trying  to  activate  members  of  the 
Council  of  Europe  and  other  in- 


include  area  gay  organizations 
and  their  activities,  as  well  as  gay 
bars,  restaurants,  and  so  forth. 
Police  Chief  John  Wurner  claims 
to  have  a  list  of  men  who  have 
been  observed  entering  and  leav¬ 
ing  the  restroom  “more  frequent¬ 
ly  than  they  should  have,  unless 
they  have  awfully  weak  kidneys.” 

At  the  time  of  the  arrests, 
Wurner  said  he  had  the  names  of 
“about  two  dozen”  men  who 
would  be  brought  in  for  ques¬ 
tioning,  but  he  later  said  that  what 
he  was  investigating  was  a 
“homosexual  ring”  involving  a 
“large  number”  of  persons.  There 
is  speculation  in  the  conservative 
gay  community  of  Olympia  that  if 
some  are  called  in  for  questioning, 
many  others  might  be  implicated. 

“This  group  is  no  doubt  the 
most  closeted  and  unapproach¬ 
able  by  any  gay  group,”  said  one 
Olympia  gay  man.  There  is  a  fear, 
he  said,  that  “under  panic,  those 
called  in  [by  police]  will  comply 
and  perhaps  implicate  others.  A 
reliable  source  has  stated  that  this 
list  [that  Wurner  has  compiled] 


ternational  bodies,  first  of  all  the 
Scandinavian  countries.”  To  that 
end,  the  International  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Association  has  con¬ 
tacted  lesbian  and  gay  groups  in 
Sweden,  Denmark  and  Norway  in 
an  effort  to  have  circulated  in  the 
governments  of  those  countries  a 
letter  similar  in  content  to  one  that 
was  signed  by  132  of  150  Dutch 
members  of  Parliament.  That  let¬ 
ter  urged  the  repeal  of  discrimina¬ 
tory  American  immigration  legis¬ 
lation. 

In  a  reply  to  a  letter  from  COC 
on  the  immigration  topic,  Dutch 
Foreign  Minister  Dr.  van  der 
Klaauw  replied,  “It  needs  no  ex¬ 
plaining  that  I  myself  deplore  the 
barring  of  a  person  from  the  U.S. 
solely  because  of  a  homosexual 
orientation,  as  [it  is]  incompatible 
with  the  rights  of  man,  and  I  have 
made  my  views  in  this  matter  clear 
to  the  American  government.” 

Van  den  Bergh  plans  to  bring 
the  matter  up  in  the  Parliament 
again  by  asking  van  der  Klaauw 
what  definite  steps  he  intends  to 
take  on  the  issue.  The  Dutch  Li¬ 
beral  Party  has  begun  a  letter¬ 
writing  campaign  directed  at 
American  Congresspersons. 


numbers  ‘around  500’.” 

Rohrbach,  Gregorius,  and 
Schmidt  were  all  charged  with 
lewd  conduct.  Each  posted  —  and 
later  forfeited  —  $265  bail.  The 
forfeiture  of  bail  avoids  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  a  trial. 

The  immediate  response  of  the 
Olympia  gay  community  was  to 
call  an  open  community  meeting 
at  which  questions  were  asked  and 
opinions  shared.  A  letter  was 
drafted  and  mailed  to  the  police 
“demanding  a  response  on  what 
specific  acts  constitute  lewd  con¬ 
duct  and  to  what  extent  the  sur¬ 
veillance  has  included  gay  organi¬ 
zations  and  activities.” 

In  an  account  of  the  arrests  of 
the  three  men,  the  Daily  Olympian 
said:  “The  police  probe  revealed 
that  the  restroom  was  being  illicit¬ 
ly  used  by  persons  from  all  over 
the  state,  as  well  as  numerous 
local  individuals  representing  a 
wide  range  of  occupations.  Detec¬ 
tive  Jim  Flint,  who  made  the  ar¬ 
rests,  said  he  walked  into  the  rest- 
rooim ...  to  make  a  check  after 
he  noted  a  number  of  vehicles 
parked  outside,  surprising  the 
three  men,  who  he  then  took  into 
custody.” 

Roger  L.  Winters,  president  of 
the  Dorian  Group,  Washington 
state’s  largest  gay  rights  organiza¬ 
tion,  said  in  an  address  to  the  Se¬ 
attle  Women’s  Commission  that 
merely  the  accusation  of  homo¬ 
sexual  activity  “brings  down  pun¬ 
ishments.”  He  said  that  all  of  the 
three  men  had  been  stigmatized, 
with  the  result  of  “pressure  to  re¬ 
sign  even  when  protesting  inno¬ 
cence.” 

Winters,  who  is  also  acting 
director  of  the  Seattle  chapter  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  said,  “There  is  some  con¬ 
cern  about  reports  of  ‘illegal 
homosexual  activity’  since  no  law 
makes  homosexual  activity  per  se 
a  crime.”  In  addition,  he  criti¬ 
cized  the  local  media  for  its  cover¬ 
age  of  the  arrests. 

“Because  homosexual  acts  are 
allegedly  involved,”  he  said, 
“special  attention  is  being  given 
.  .  .  which  would  not  be  given  if 
the  individuals  .  .  .  had  been 
caught  in  a  raid  on  an  illegal  house 
of  prostitution.”  He  added  that 
“the  gay  rights  movement  isn’t 
going  to  ask  for  legal  public  sex, 
but  we  are  going  to  call  for  an  un¬ 
derstanding  attitude  in  place  of 
purely  emotional  reactions.” 
Considering  the  possibility  of 
police  entrapment,  Winters 
stated,  “We  may  never  know  if  no 
defense  in  court  is  done.”  Because 
the  three  men  have  forfeited  their 
bail,  there  will  be  no  appearances 
in  court. 


NEW  YORK,  NY  —  New  York 
City’s  public  television  station, 
WNET  (Channel  13)  is  experienc¬ 
ing  a  wave  of  protest  over  its 
refusal  to  air  a  lesbian  film  made 
by  a  lesbian,  as  well  as  its  decision 
not  to  air  three  other  controversial 
films  about  third  world  people, 
workers,  and  the  women’s  health 
movement.  Meetings  with  the  sta¬ 
tion’s  management  have  yielded 
no  results  satisfactory  to  the  pro¬ 
testers. 

A  Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural 
Acts  by  Jan  Oxenberg  was  select¬ 
ed  for  viewing  in  WNET’s  “Inde¬ 
pendent  Focus”  series,  a  showcase 
for  the  work  of  independent  film¬ 
makers,  by  a  peer  review  panel.  In 
addition,  27  other  films  were  sel¬ 
ected  for  inclusion,  three  of  which 
were  later  rejected,  along  with 
Oxenberg’s  Comedy,  by  Liz 
Oliver,  WNET’s  assistant  acquisi¬ 
tions  programmer.  Oliver,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Oxenberg,  sajd  that 


By  Ken  Dudley 

ATLANTA,  GA  —  The  Na- 
tionalCommittee  of  Black  Gay 
Men  (NCBGM)  held  its  first 
national  conference  in  Atlanta 
Feb.  15-17.  On  this  momentous 
occasion,  black  gay  men  gathered 
to  establish  and  implement  a 
powerful  community-based 

organization  which  seeks  to 
integrate  the  positive  mien  of  the 
black  gay  community  and  the 
positive  facets  of  the  black 
community  at  large. 

The  gay  rights  movement  of  the 
1970s  has  encompassed  gay  men 
and  lesbians  of  various  ethnic  ori¬ 
entations.  Until  now,  black  gay 
men  have  not  taken  a  strong  poli¬ 
tical  stand  in  that  movement,  and 
the  majority  feel  that  that 
movement  has  chosen  to  focus  too 
narrowly  on  gay  rights  issues 
alone.  The  void  created  by  this 
political  posture  is  of  concern  to 
black  gay  men. 

On  Oct.  14,  1979,  after  the 
Third  World  Lesbian/Gay  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  National  March 
on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights,  14  black  gay  men  met 
to  discuss,  formulate,  and 


Comedy  was  rejected  because  “it 
had  technical  problems  and 
[because]  the  acting  was  uneven.” 
Oxenberg’s  film,  however,  has 
had  impressive  showings  at  film 
festivals,  has  received  internation¬ 
al  critical  acclaim,  and  was  select¬ 
ed  by  a  “distinguished  panel  of 
film  professionals.”  Similar  reas¬ 
ons  were  set  forth  for  the  rejection 
of  the  other  three  films. 

Oxenberg  told  GCN,  “It  was 
something  of  a  ‘coincidence’  that 
all  of  the  four  films  that  were  eli¬ 
minated  from  the  series  were  very 
controversial  political  films.”  The 
other  three  films  included  a  radi¬ 
cal  analysis  of  health  care  ser 
vices, a  Film  about  the  liberation 
movement  in  Mozambique,  and 
one  about  the  League  of  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Black  Workers  in  Detroit. 
“The  reasons  for  eliminating  all 
of  the  films,”  said  Oxenberg, 
“were  so-called  aesthetic  or  tech¬ 
nical  reasons.”  Of  the  24  films 


implement  a  national  network  of, 
by,  and  for  black  gay  men,  the 
purpose  of  which  is  to  address  and 
service  the  exigency  of  black  gay 
men  in  all  walks  of  life.  The 
Atlanta  conference  was  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  this  meeting. 

On  Nov.  17,  1979,  an  agenda/ 
program  committee  comprised  of 
northeastern  regional  NCBGM 
members  met  in  Philadelphia  to 
establish  the  structure  of  the 
Atlanta  conference.  Between  the 
time  that  meeting  was  held  and  the 
time  of  the  Atlanta  conference, 
NCBGM  chapters  were  estab¬ 
lished  in  Chicago,  New  York  City, 
Washington,  and  23  other  cities 
across  North  America. 

The  title  of  the  Atlanta  confer¬ 
ence  was  “Man’s  Work,”  indicat¬ 
ing  that  the  conference  was  a 
working  one  as  opposed  to  a 
social  one.  The  aspirations  and 
goals  of  the  conference  planners 
were  that  black  gay  men  from 
across  the  country  would  come 
together  in  a  spirit  of  unity  to 
develop  a  political  basis  that 
addressed  the  concerns  of  black 
gay  men;  to  establish  a  national 
Continued  on  page  6 


remaining  in  the  series,  there  are 
no  lesbian  or  gay  films. 

Oxenberg  pointed  out  that 
although  some  of  the  remaining 
films  deal  with  controversial  sub¬ 
jects,  they  are  presented  in  “a 
much  less  threatening  manner.” 

“One  of  the  points  that  we 
made  with  Comedy,”  she  said,  “is 
that  it’s  not  a  Film  that  asks  for 
tolerance  or  tries  to  educate 
straight  people  in  a  kind  of  a 
pleading  way  —  like,  ‘look,  we’re 
people  too.’  The  film  really  takes 
a  very  aggressive  and  sarcastic 
stance  towards  the  homophobic 
images  of  lesbians,  so  we  think  it’s 
a  more  threatening  film  because 
of  that.” 

While  the  series  is  produced 
through  WNET  in  New  York,  it  is 
“packaged”  and  offered  for  sale 
to  other  Public  Broadcasting 
System  stations  throughout  the 
country. 

Continued  on  page  7 
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Dutch  Liberal  Party  member  of  Parliament  Harry  van  den  Bergh  recent¬ 
ly  visited  America  to  press  for  revision  of  discriminatory  immigration 
laws.  He  is  pictured  here  as  he  spoke  to  demonstrators  outside  the 
American  Embassy  in  The  Hague  on  Jan.  26. 
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quote  of  the  week 

“I  still  don’t  understand  the  justification  for  re¬ 
gistering  women  [for  the  draft].  There’s  no  military 
justification  . . .  [Women]  want  to  stay  home  and  have 
babies.” 

— U.S.  Rep.  Marjorie  Holt  (R-MD),  ranking  Repub¬ 
lican  member  of  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Military 
Personnel,  who  opposes  Pres.  Carter’s  request  to 
register  women  for  the  draft.  Holt’s  remarks  were 
made  at  a  hearing  on  Capitol  Hill  Feb.  18. 


if  a  man  calls,  hang  up 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Staffers  at  the  Women’s 
Community  Health  Center  (WCHC)  report  that  an  un¬ 
known  man,  identifying  himself  as  a  representative  of 
the  Center,  is  calling  area  women  on  the  telephone, 
purporting  to  be  conducting  a  gynecological  survey. 
The  women  are  asked  for  information  about  their 
gynecological  history  and  told  that  they  will  receive 
money  for  their  participation  in  the  “survey.” 

WCHC  staffers  stress  that  this  man  is  not  an 
authorized  agent  of  the  Center  and  is  in  no  way  con¬ 
nected  with  it.  Women  who  are  telephoned  by  such  a 
person  are  requested  by  the  WCHC  to  refuse  to 
speak  to  him  and  to  report  the  call  to  the  WCHC  by 
calling  (617)  547-2302. 


options  offers  sexuality  workshops 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  Course  offerings  for 
Spring  1980  have  been  announced  by  Options:  An  In¬ 
stitute  for  Lifestyle  Education.  The  non-profit  group 
of  psychotherapists  and  educators  has  presented 
over  the  last  four  years,  workshops  and  courses  for 
health  professionals  and  the  general  public  on  topics 
related  to  lesbian  and  gay  male  sexuality  and  life¬ 
styles.  . 

Several  weekend  workshops  have  been  planned, 
to  be  held  in  San  Francisco  and  San  Jose  in  April  and 
May.  The  courses  are  open  to  persons  of  all  sexual 
orientations.  Fees  are  arranged  on  a  sliding  scale  ac¬ 
cording  to  income  and  some  scholarships  are  avail¬ 
able. 

For  more  information  or  to  receive  a  free  sched¬ 
ule  of  courses,  contact  Options  at  (415)  821-1015  or 
write  to  them  at  P.O.  Box  31729,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94131. 


gonorrhea  resists  penicillin  treatment 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA  —  A  state  health  officer  has 
confirmed  seven  cases  of  a  rare  strain  of  gonorrhea 
in  Shreveport  (LA).  The  cases  are  totally  resistant  to 
penicillin,  said  Dr.  J.  T.  Hamrick.  He  said  the  strain, 
known  as  penicilliase-producing  gonorrhea,  is  cur¬ 
able  only  with  injections  of  the  expensive  drug  Spec- 
tinomycin.  The  venereal  disease  is  new  to  the  United 
States,  Hamrick  said,  and  only  100  cases  have  thus 
far  been  reported. 

The  seven  confirmed  cases  are  known  to  have 
had  sexual  contact  with  28  other  persons.  Laboratory 
studies  are  being  performed  on  cultures  from  23  of 
those  persons,  but  the  other  five  have  not  been  lo¬ 
cated. 

Hamrick  said  that  the  new  strain  could  possibly 
become  resistant  to  treatment  with  Spectinomycin 
and  added  that  there  is  no  other  drug  readily  available 
at  this  time  which  would  be  effective  in  treating  it. 


inspirational  articles  solicited 

SOMERVILLE,  MA  —  The  New  England  Free 
Press  is  soliciting  assistance  in  expanding  and  up¬ 
dating  its  literature  section.  The  Free  Press  collective 
wants  to  offer  literature  about  all  progressive  issues 
and  is  also  seeking  political  music,  poetry,  and  art 
(e.g.,  posters,  buttons,  postcards,  graphics). 

Of  special  interest  are  easily  understood  pam¬ 
phlets  such  as  those  with  a  ninth-grade  reading  level 
or  in  comicbook  format.  Anyone  wishing  to  make 
such  a  contribution  should  contact  the  New  England 
Free  Press  at  60  Union  Square,  Somerville,  MA  02143, 
or  by  calling  (61 7)  628-1450. 


of  suckling  and  equality 

BROOKLYN,  NY  —  A  41-year  old  male  transves¬ 
tite  who  “wanted  equality  with  his  wife”  was  enabled 
to  lactate  and  suckle  their  newborn  daughter  seven 
years  ago,  according  to  a  recent  report  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle. 

The  report  quoted  Dr.  Leo  Wollman  of  Coney 
Island,  the  man’s  physician,  as  saying  that,  at  the 
man’s  request,  he  was  given  Pitocin,  a  drug  used  to 
induce  labor  in  women,  which  enabled  him  to  lactate. 

“The  request  was  very  bizarre  and  way  out,” 
Wollman  said.  “However,  he  was  a  very  forceful 
individual,  and  his  wife,  very  tranquil  and  sensible, 
went  along  with  the  idea.”  The  man  and  woman  were 
not  identified. 

Both  parents  reportedly  nursed  the  baby 
alternately  for  six  to  eight  months.  The  daughter,  now 
seven  years  old,  is  said  to  be  unaware  of  the  special 
nurturing  she  received. 


bush  takes  potshots  at  connally 

COLUMBIA,  SC  —  An  internal  memorandum  pre¬ 
pared  by  Harry  Dent,  head  of  presidential  candidate 
George  Bush’s  South  Carolina  steering  committee, 
has  become  a  heated  public  issue  in  that  state’s 
Republican  presidential  race.  The  memo  suggested 
that  strategists  for  Bush’s  campaign  use  the  so- 
called  “endorsement”  of  gay  rights  by  candidate 
John  Connally  to  hurt  the  latter’s  chances  in  a  state 
where  the  former  Texas  governor  is  counting  on  a 
good  showing  to  boost  his  campaign. 

The  memo,  co-authored  by  Dent  and  Dick  Greer, 
Bush’s  South  Carolina  campaign  chair,  states  that 
“George  has  stayed  off  the  backs  of  Connally  and 
[candidate  Ronald]  Reagan,  despite  Connally’s  en¬ 
dorsement  of  gay  rights  in  —  of  all  places  —  San 
Francisco.”  Dent  and  Greer  claim  they  never  in¬ 
tended  to  make  gay  rights  an  issue. 

Connally,  however,  responded  by  terming  the 
memo  “a  self-serving,  scurrilous  piece  of  propa¬ 
ganda.”  His  South  Carolina  executive  chair  Tony 
Campbell,  said  it  represented  “gutter  politics  in  its 
purest  form.” 

Connally  has  stated  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  legal  rights,  but  he  opposed  their  teaching  in 
public  schools  or  holding  sensitive  intelligence  jobs. 
Bush  said  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  “protec¬ 
tion  under  the  law,”  but  he  is  opposed  to  “codifying” 
their  rights. 


man  sues  for  $5  million 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  James  “Rusty”  Barclay 
has  filed  in  the  amount  of  $5  million  against  the 
County  of  Los  Angeles  and  four  other  government 
agencies.  All  of  the  defendants  in  the  suit  were  in 
some  part  responsible  for  Barclay's  51-day  detention 
in  jail  on  charges  of  responsibility  for  several  homo¬ 
sexual  rapes  and  kidnappings.  Barclays  has  been  ar¬ 
rested  —  mistakenly,  it  turned  out  —  on  men,  crimes 
for  which  as  many  as  20  sexual  assaults  on  boys  and 
men,  crimes  for  which  a  San  Gabriel  (CA)  man  was  ar¬ 
rested  last  December.  Barclay  was  released  upon  the 
arrest  of  the  second  man. 

Barclay  claimed  in  his  suit  that  sheriff’s  depu¬ 
ties  were  negligent  in  arresting  him,  that  they  failed 
to  check  into  alibis  he  gave  them,  and  that  he 
remained  in  jail  despite  the  fact  that  crimes  with  the 
same  modus  operandi  were  being  committed  during 
his  period  of  incarceration.  Five  assault  victims  made 
positive  identification  s  of  Barclay  as  the  man  who 
had  forced  them  into  his  car  and  assaulted  them 
sexually. 

The  claims  were  filed  jointly  against  Los 
Angeles  County,  San  Bernardino  County,  and  the 
cities  of  El  Monte,  Azusa,  and  Upland. 


police  become  producers 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  New  York  City  police  have 
agreed  to  produce  a  film  featuring  “honest  and  con¬ 
structive”  dialogue  between  police  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  New  York’s  lesbian/gay  community,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  in  the  SoHo  Weekly  News.  The  film  re¬ 
portedly  will  be  made  mandatory  viewing  for  all  stud¬ 
ents  at  the  Police  Academy.  Academy  students  are 
currently  required  to  take  143  hours  of  instruction 
with  22  percent  of  their  course  work  in  the  social 
services. 

The  film  will  be  made  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Gay  Teachers  Association,  which  will  also  send 
representatives  to  chair  question-and-answer  ses¬ 
sions  when  the  film  is  screened  at  the  411-member 
Police  Academy. 


more  participation  urged 

BOSTON,  MA  —  At  the  last  lesbian/gay  town 
meeting,  nearly  half  of  the  people  present  said  they 
would  like  to  see  such  meetings  held  monthly 
instead  of  every  three  months.  If  the  series  of 
community  meetings  is  to  continue  as  is,  however, 
more  people  must  get  involved  in  planning  and  organ¬ 
izing  the  events,  according  to  current  organizers  of 
the  meetings.  The  next  planning  meeting  for  the  April 
town  meeting  will  be  held  Mon.,  March  3,  at  the  Glad 
Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St.,  at  7  p.m.  All  persons 
interested  in  planning  and  organizing  the  town  meet¬ 
ings  are  urged  to  attend. 


they  left  in  droves 

HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  Television  producer  Len 
Goldberg  reportedly  held  a  private  screening  of  Cruis¬ 
ing  in  his  home  recently.  A  gossip  columnist  for  the 
New  York  Post  quoted  “eyewitness  reports”  as  stat¬ 
ing  that  the  Hollywood  crowd  “walked  out  of  the 
screening  room  in  droves”  before  the  end  of  the  con¬ 
troversial  film. 

The  columnist,  Jack  Martin,  said  the  exodus  was 
led  by  screen  luminaries  Sidney  Poitier  and  spouse 
Joanna  Shimkus,  who  were  followed  closely  by  Bar¬ 
bara  Walters  and  writer  Budd  Schulberg.  One 
comment  overheard  by  one  of  those  who  left:  "It’s 
more  than  just  a  bad  movie.  It’s  a  boring  movie. 


st.  louis  plans  for  pride 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO  —  Planning  has  begun  for  the  St. 
Louis  Celebration  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride,  which 
will  be  held  April  12-20.  With  a  focus  on  social, 
cultural,  and  political  issues,  the  events  of  the  week 
include  workshops,  dances,  sports  activities,  an  art 
fair,  a  barbecue,  and  films.  The  week  will  culminate  in 
a  “Walk  for  Charity”  and  a  rally  on  April  20.  Activites 
are  being  co-sponsored  by  a  broad-based  coalition  of 
local  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Out-of-town  visitors  are  encouraged  to  attend, 
and  there  will  be  a  coupon  book  available  to  these 
visitors,  making  available  discounts  at  area  restaur¬ 
ants,  bars,  theatres,  and  clubs.  Housing  in  the  St. 
Louis  community  and  child  care  will  be  provided. 

Organizers  for  the  week  of  activities  said,  “St. 
Louis,  traditionally  a  conservative  community,  is  ex¬ 
periencing  an  awakening  of  lesbian  and  gay  activity. 
Recently  several  new  groups  have  formed  and  have 
joined  with  existing  groups  in  organizing  this  week  of 
celebration.” 

For  information,  write  the  Celebration  Organiz¬ 
ing  Committee,  c/o  Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
5108  Waterman  Ave.  St.  Louis,  MO  63108,  or  call  (314) 
367-0084,  or  (314)  721-1616. 


a  mountain  by  any  other  name 

BLOWING  ROCK,  NC  —  Landowners  on  Gay 
Mountain  have  gotten  fed  up  with  tourists  stopping 
to  snicker  and  photograph  the  sign  proclaiming  the 
real  estate  development,  so  they’ve  changed  the 
name  of  their  mountain  to  Misty  Mountain.  It  was 
explained  by  some  real  estate  brokers  that 
customers  were  interested  in  buying  property  until 
they  learned  the  location  of  the  property. 

“The  name  was  changed  because  of  the  conno¬ 
tation  of  the  word  ’gay’,”  said  one  broker  in  an  inter¬ 
views  with  United  Press  International.  “Some  people 
thought  this  was  a  place  where  homosexuals  live.” 
The  development,  named  after  Gaylord  (Gay)  Wil¬ 
liams  Sr.  of  Bal  Harbor  (FL),  who  was  the  original 
owner  of  the  land,  has  seen  the  building  of  between 
40  and  65  houses. 

The  name  change  from  Gay  Mountain  to  Misty 
Mountain  was,  however,  not  without  some  opposi¬ 
tion.  Said  the  broker,  “There  were  about  three  or  four 
[people]  who  didn’t  want  it  changed.  They  liked  the 
name,”  she  said.  “One  said  if  we  changed  the  name 
we  wouldn’t  have  anything  to  talk  about.” 


lesbian/gay  theologians  to  confer 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  Spring  Regional  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Seminarians  Conference  will  be  held  at  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  3041  Broadway,  New 
York  City,  on  March  28  and  29.  The  theme  of  the  con¬ 
ference  is  “The  Church:  Exodus,  Wilderness,  or 
Promised  Land.” 

Cost  of  the  conference  is  $5,  which  includes 
meals  on  March  29.  Overnight  housing  is  available 
without  cost  on  request.  For  additional  information, 
contact  Shelly  Hamilton  at  600  W.  122nd  St.,  New 
York,  NY  10027,  or  Steve  Carson,  99  Claremont  Ave.,. 
New  York,  NY  10027. 


national  business  group  slates  meeting 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  National  Association  of 
Business  Councils  (NABC),  formed  last  November 
and  comprised  of  the  majority  of  lesbian  and  gay  bus¬ 
iness  associations  across  the  country,  is  incorporat¬ 
ing  in  Washington,  DC.  Its  principal  office  is  in  New 
York  City.  The  purpose  of  NABC  is  to  support,  assist, 
inform,  and  educate  gay  and  gay-oriented  business 
associations  in  their  relationship  with  each  other,  to 
gain  increased  respectability  for  the  associations, 
and  to  recognize  their  high  standards  by  engendering 
the  practice  of  strong  motives  towards  excellence  of 
service  and  products. 

Elected  representatives  from  each  council  will 
meet  twice  each  year;  the  officers  who  comprise  the 
executive  committee  will  meet  four  additional  times 
each  year.  The  next  general  meeting  has  been  sched¬ 
uled  for  Houston  (TX)  on  May  17.  For  information 
about  the  meeting,  or  about  NABC,  write  the  National 
Association  of  Business  Councils,  55  W.  42nd  St., 
Suite  854,  New  York,  NY  10036,  or  call  (212)  944-9185. 


workshops  to  develop  positive  identity 

DEARBORN,  Ml  —  The  University  of  Michigan/ 
Dearborn  will  be  the  site  of  a  series  of  workshops  and 
seminars  on  “The  Development  of  a  Positive  Gay 
Identity  —  A  Day  of  Warmth  and  Sharing”  on  Sunday, 
April  20.  The  workshops  are  being  presented  by 
Southeastern  Michigan’s  Association  of  Suburban 
People  (ASP).  Sponsored  in  cooperation  with  the  U  of 
M/Dearborn  Psychology  Club  and  the  Michigan  Or¬ 
ganization  for  Human  Rights,  the  full  day  of  work¬ 
shops  will  be  limited  to  the  first  200  registrants. 

Registration  fees  are  $8  in  advance  and  —  if 
registration  is  still  open  —  $10  at  the  door.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  contact  ASP  at  (313)  349-4487  or 
write  to  P.O.  Box  568,  Plymouth,  Ml  48170. 
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Cincinnati  Protests  Film, 
Readies  Action  on  Windows 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  Les¬ 
bians,  gay  men,  and  their  sup¬ 
porters  teamed  up  to  protest  the 
local  playing  of  Cruising  and 
geared  up  for  a  response  to  Win¬ 
dows,  focusing  their  attention  on 
the  distributor  of  the  two  films, 
United  Artists  (UA).  William 
Freidkin’s  controversial  film  has 
attracted  large  crowds  at  two  sub¬ 
urban  Showcase  Cinemas.  Win¬ 
dows,  a  movie  about  a  “psycho¬ 
tic”  lesbian,  is  set  for  release  to 
five  neighborhood  theaters  March 
7. 


People  picketed  UA  headquar¬ 
ters  at  the  Playboy  Building 
downtown  the  day  Cruising 
opened  and  met  with  branch  man¬ 
ager  John  Lundin  to  express 
concern  over  the  company’s  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  two  pictures.  “As 
far  as  my  home  office  has  told 
me,”  he  said,  “this  is  the  only 
branch  in  the  country  so  far  where 
anybody  has  come  to  say  anything 
to  the  branch  manager.” 

“Cruising,”  Lundin  claimed, 
“is  going  to  be  a  very  big  grossing 
picture.”  He  arranged  for  eight 
activists  to  see  the  film  for  free. 

Opening  night  and  every  Satur¬ 
day  night,  people  picketed  Cruis¬ 
ing’  s  “grossness”  without  inter¬ 
ference  from  Springdale  police  or 
anti-gay  forces.  An  ad  hoc  com¬ 
mittee  also  planned  to  protest  the 
opening  of  Windows  at  at  least 
one  of  the  small  houses,  probably 
the  Esquire,  located  in  an  area 
where  a  lot  of  gay  people  live. 
Principal  organizers  trying  to 
build  broad-based  support  for  the 
action  and  a  future  forum  on  the 
issues  raised  in  the  effort  include 


Mayor  Will  Bill 
United  Artists 
For  Police  Time 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  — 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  she  will  bill  United 
Artists  $130,450  for  extra  police 
protection  at  the  Feb.  15  opening 
of  the  movie  Cruising  at  the  St. 
Francis  Theatre.  According  to  her 
press  secretary,  Mel  Wax,  she  was 
billing  the  distributors  becuase 
they  had  refused  her  request  to 
delay  the  opening  of  the  con¬ 
troversial  film. 

Over  300  people  attended  a 
peaceful  but  sometimes  tense 
demonstration  in  front  of  the 
theatre,  while  the  mayor  watched 
with  binoculars  from  a  second 
story  window  across  the  street  and 
riot  police  massed  in  a  nearby 
alley.  Although  violence  had  been 


members  of  Lesbian  Activist 
Bureau  Inc.  (LAB),  Greater  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Gay  Coalition  (GCGC), 
University  of  Cincinnati  (UC) 
Women’s  Center,  UC  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  Alliance,  Great  American 
Youth,  and  “Gaydreams”  (a  gay 
radio  program),  as  well  as  indi¬ 
viduals. 

Numbers  at  the  action  averaged 
25.  The  effort  reportedly  faced 
opposition  from  many  gay  men, 
who  paid  to  see  Cruising  and  de¬ 
clined  to  join  the  protest  action 
despite  the  ad  hoc  committee’s 


call  for  a  boycott.  The  group  also 
asked  UA  to  stop  distribution,  ad¬ 
vertising,  and  sale  to  television. 

One  reporter  at  the  press  con¬ 
ference/picket  outside  UA’s 
office  asked  if  the  protest  was  part 
of  a  coordinated  national  effort. 
He  was  told  that  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  made  an  effort,  but 
was  late.  Its  recommendations  for 
actions  arrived  here  the  day  the  ad 
hoc  group  had  made  its  plans.  In¬ 
terestingly  enough,  the  committee 
planned  what  NGTF  suggested, 
without  knowing  its  plans. 
Copies  of  articles  from  The  Body 
Politic,  Gay  Community  News, 
GayLife,  and  New  York  papers 
stimulated  people  here  to  get  in¬ 
volved,  he  was  told.  “Gay- 
dreams”  reported  on  the  contro¬ 
versy  and  GCGC  approved  the  is¬ 


sue  as  one  to  organize  around 
three  or  four  months  ago. 

The  Queen  City’s  effort  was  ap¬ 
parently  the  only  response  in  the 
Tri-State  area. 

Spokesperson  Lilli  Sprintz  of 
LAB  told  reporters,  “It’s  very 
important,  not  just  for  the  les- 
bian/gay  community,  but  for 
everyone  to  express  their  outrage 
at  these  films  because  they  essen¬ 
tially  are  a  distortion,  using  vio¬ 
lence  against  us  as  a  way  of 
making  money.” 

In  the  meeting  upstairs,  Lundin 
pointed  out  that  he  has  no  say  in 
what  films  are  distributed  but 
would  pass  on  the  group’s  con¬ 
cerns  to  his  superiors.  “I  believe 
this  publicity  will  help  sell  tick¬ 
ets,”  he  said.  Spokesperson 
Continued  on  page  6 


Medical  Journal  Reports  on 
Incidence  of  Hepatitis  A 
In  Gay  Men;  Problems  Cited 


feared,  the  protest  took  place 
without  any  major  incidents. 

Dorothy  Erlich,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Northern  California  of¬ 
fice  of  the  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union,  attacked  Feinstein ’s 
intention  to  bill  United  Artists  as 
“an  absurdity  and  offensive  to 
civil  libertarians.”  In  a  letter  to 
the  Mayor,  she  stated,  “Govern¬ 
ment  cannot  punish  a  speaker  or 
filmmaker  for  provoking  contro¬ 
versy.  The  city  has  a  right  and  du¬ 
ty  to  protect  the  First  Amendment 
rights  of  the  producers,  the  pro¬ 
testers  and  those  who  wish  to  view 
the  film.”  She  contended  that  the 
request  to  delay  the  opening  was 
unconstitutional. 

Wax,  however,  denied  that 
Continued  on  Page  6 


PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  The 
New  England  Journal  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  one  of  the  most  prestigious 
medical  publications  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  has  reported  on  a  recent  study 
of  the  incidence  and  mechanism 
of  transmission  of  Hepatitis  A 
virus  infections  in  gay  men.  In  the 
Feb.  21  isue  of  the  Journal,  it  was 
reported  that  a  study  of  102  gay 
men  living  in  the  Seattle  (WA) 
area  showed  an  annual  incidence 
of  Hepatitis  A  infection  of  22  per 
cent.  This  was  compared  to  a  zero 
incidence  rate  of  Hepatitis  A  in  a 
control  group  of  57  straight  men 
which  was  studied  during  the  same 
period.  It  was  also  discovered  that 
30  per  cent  of  the  gay  men  already 
had  evidence  of  a  previous  Hepa¬ 
titis  A  infection  when  they  entered 
into  the  study.  This  compared 
with  a  12  per  cent  incidence  of 
previous  Hepatitis  A  infection  in 
the  straight  men  enrolled  in  the 
study. 

By  having  the  men  in  the  study 
keep  diaries  of  their  sexual  behav¬ 
ior,  the  authors,  Drs.  Lawrence 
Corey  and  King  Holmes,  were 
able  to  determine  that  the  proba¬ 
ble  mode  of  transmission  was  by 
oral-anal  contact.  This  type  of 


sexual  activity  was  engaged  in  by 
all  of  the  men  who  subsequently 
contracted  Hepatitis  A  as  com¬ 
pared  to  only  50  per  cent  of  those 
who  did  not  contract  the  disease. 

Hepatitis  A  is  one  of  two 
common  viral  infections  of  the  liv¬ 
er  —  Hepatitis  A  and  Hepatitis  B. 
“Hepatitis  B  has  previously  been 
recognized  as  a  sexually  transmit¬ 
ted  disease  in  gay  men,  but  until 
the  issuance  of  this  report,  the 
prevalence  and  the  sexual  mode  of 
transmission  of  Hepatitis  A  in  the 
gay  male  community  was  not  fully 
appreciated,”  said  one  medical 
professional. 

Corey  and  Holmes  point  out 
that  a  vaccine  against  Hepatitis  B 
is  currently  being  developed  and 
will  have  a  significant  impact  on 
the  health  of  the  gay  male  commu¬ 
nity  when  it  becomes  available. 
This  vaccine,  however,  will  not 
protect  against  Hepatitis  A  infec¬ 
tion,  for  which  no  vaccine  is  avail¬ 
able. 

In  what  has  been  termed  a 
“landmark  editorial”  in  the  same 
issue  of  the  Journal,  entitled 
“Medical  Aspects  of  Homosexu¬ 
ality,”  Dr.  Selma  Dritz  of  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Public 


Health  made  this  observation: 

“I  can  comment  only  briefly  on 
the  important  medical  implicati¬ 
ons  of  the  emotional  stresses  that 
arise  from  the  moral  and  social 
stigmata  directed  toward  homo¬ 
sexual  persons  by  the  traditional 
Judeo-Christian  society.  Such 
stress  may  lead  a  homosexual  pati¬ 
ent  to  conceal  facts  from  a  physi¬ 
cian,  why  may  in  turn  be  unaware 
of  the  role  of  homosexuality  in  the 
medical  problem.  It  may  also  lead 
some  physicians  to  a  subconscious 
rejection  of  their  homosexual  pa¬ 
tients.  Both  types  of  situations 
may  result  in  failure  of  therapy  for 
a  patient  in  need  of  skilled  medical 
assistance.  .  .  .  We  need  effective 
education  for  both  physicians  and 
the  public  about  the  ‘new’  sexual¬ 
ly  transmitted  diseases.  .  .  .  We 
need  vaccines  that  will  create  suf¬ 
ficient  widespread  immunity 
against  endemic  infections  to 
interrupt  transmission  of  the 
pathogens  [disease-causing  sub¬ 
stances]  by  all  routes.  The  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  are  a  complex 
health  problem  to  which  health 
professionals  must  apply  a  multi¬ 
disciplinary  solution.” 


Windows  Opening  Delayed 


mow  KinK 

The  scene  outside  of  San  Francisco’s  St.  Francis  Theatre  on  Feb.  15, 
when  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  their  supporters  picketed  the  opening  of 
Cruising. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Boston 
premiere  of  Windows,  a  film  dis¬ 
tributed  by  United  Artists  (UA), 
which  also  distributed  Cruising, 
has  been  delayed  until  “probably 
April  sometime,”  according  to  an 
unidentified  spokesperson  in 
UA’s  Boston  publicity  depart¬ 
ment.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
speculation  that  the  film  would 
open  here  on  March  7  or  14,  but 
those  dates  were  never  con¬ 
firmed.  Contacted  by  GCN,  the 
UA  spokesperson  would  only  say, 
“It  won’t  be  in  March.” 

Ellen  Herman  of  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women 
(WAV AW),  referring  to  conflict¬ 
ing  information  about  the  opening 
date,  expressed  her  feeling  that 
UA  might  be  being  “cagey”  and 
not  releasing  the  information  in 
an  attempt  to  avert  the  demon¬ 
strations  which  will  occur  when 
Windows  opens  here.  She  said  the 
film  never  opened  in  Los  Angeles 
because  it  had  been  so  poorly  re¬ 
ceived  at  its  national  premiere  in 
New  York  City. 

In  a  WAVAW  press  release 
which  discussed  the  films  Cruising 
and  Windows,  the  plot  of  the 
latter  was  summed  up  this  way: 
Briefly,  it  is  about  a  “psychotic” 
lesbian  who  hires  a  man  to  rape  a 
straight  woman  she  is  interested  in, 
presumably  to  convert  her  to  les¬ 
bianism.  She  then  murders  the 
Continued  on  Page  7 
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A  San  Francisco  protester,  Priscilla  Alexander,  expressed  her  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  anti-lesbian  and  anti-gay  films  distributed  by  United  Artists. 
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the  erotic  as  power 

To  the  Editors: 

I  was  glad  to  see  than  both  Leah  Fritz  and 
John  Stoltenberg  articulated  the  larger,  feminist 
issues  surrounding  Michael  Bronski’s  threadbare 
defense  of  male  S/M  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  30, 
Feb.  23).  I  am  writing  this  in  strenuous  objection 
to  Bronski’s  use  of  Audre  Lorde’s  words,  at  the 
end  of  his  article,  to  prop  his  credibility:  a 
wrenching  out  of  context  which  feels  to  me  like 
rape. 

Lorde’s  important  essay,  “Uses  of  the  Erotic: 
The  Erotic  as  Power”  (published  as  a  pamphlet 
by  Out  &  Out  Books,  476  Second  St.,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  11215)  is  a  re-examination  both  of  the 
erotic  and  of  power,  from  a  female,  and  a  les¬ 
bian/feminist,  perspective.  In  quoting  from  it  as 
if  Lorde  agreed  to  the  minutest  extent  with  his 
own  representations  of  S/M,  Bronski  reveals  the 
inherently  dishonest  climate  of  thought  within 
which  his  claims  are  made.  There  is  something 
dissociatedly  brutal  about  this  expropriation  of 
words  which  have  obviously  never  been  read  or 
pondered  comprehendingly,  or  they  could  not 
have  been  so  quoted,  except  as  a  deliberate  and 
contemptible  lie.  The  theft  and  distortion  of 
women’s  words  and  work  by  males,  homosexual 
or  heterosexual,  is  an  old  story.  But  it  needs  to  be 
pointed  out,  again  and  again. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Adrienne  Rich 
Montague,  MA 


waiting  for  filet 

Dear  GCN, 

The  attack  on  Cuba  in  the  issue  of  Feb.  23 
(“Speaking  Out”  column)  demands  an  immedi¬ 
ate  response.  Although  the  anonymous  letter 
may  have  been  written  by  a  Cuban,  it  sounds 
much  more  like  the  product  of  the  fervid  imagi¬ 
nation  of  a  CIA  script-writer  in  Washington. 

Not  only  are  the  items  mentioned  absurd 
(women  have  to  wear  earrings?  Policing  the  color 
of  underwear?)  but  the  tenor  of  the  article 
implies  an  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  Cuban 
government  and  Communist  Party  which  totally 
contradicts  the  values  which  actually  guide  the 
development  of  Cuban  society  and  the  approach 
to  dealing  with  social  problems. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  our  government  is  still 
conducting  a  holy  war  against  Cuba,  and  distri¬ 
butes  propaganda  against  Cuba  to  every  op¬ 
pressed  group  in  this  country  which  might  sup¬ 
port  the  revolution.  For  black  Americans,  there 
is  propaganda  about  intense  racism  in  Cuba,  for 
women,  evidence  is  manufactured  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  glories  in  machismo.  Characteristic  of 
this  propaganda  is  that  it  originates  (allegedly) 
with  disillusioned  Cubans,  and  contains  extreme 
accusations  which  serve  to  distract  us  from  the 
real  struggles  and  contradictions  of  a  revolution¬ 
ary,  anti-imperialist  society. 

Just  a  couple  points  of  evidence  of  my  own: 
close  friends,  both  gay  and  straight,  visited 
Havana  during  the  Youth  Festival  and  discerned 
no  such  harassment;  another  close  friend, 
visiting  Cuba  for  the  third  time  last  December, 
reported  that  medical  students  had  informed  her 
proudly  that  restrictions  on  gays  were  being 
removed. 

It’s  still  true  that  gays  are  discriminated 
against  in  Cuba.  We  are  excluded  from  certain 
professions  (whether  formally  or  informally)  if 
we  are  open,  and  we  can  not  be  open  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Cuban  Communist  Party.  We  can 
and  should  offer  principled  criticism  of  these 
policies,  that  the  alleged  basis  for  them  in  the 
struggle  against  imperialism  is  incorrect.  For  the 
vast  majority  of  gay  Cubans,  who  come  from  the 
working  and  agricultural  classes,  which  were 
poverty-stricken,  malnourished,  and  semi-liter¬ 
ate  before  the  revolution,  the  specific  difficulties 
of  being  gay  are  probably  no  worse  than  under 
Batista.  This  contradiction  may  loom  larger  as 
the  others  move  toward  resolution. 

Most  of  what  I  have  heard  leads  me  to  believe 
that  anti-gay  discrimination  is  fading  in  Cuba,  as 
1  believe  it  will,  because  it  is  counterproductive 
for  a  socialist  government.  If  we  fail  to  support 
the  revolutionary  society  of  Cuba  because  of 
weaknesses  in  relation  to  gays,  it  is  as  if  we  pre¬ 
ferred  to  starve  to  death  waiting  for  filet  mignon, 
rather  than  eat  the  hamburger  on  our  plate. 

I  intend  to  vacation  in  Cuba  this  vacation 
(with  my  lover)  and  will  certainly  investigate, 
hasta  la  victoria  siempre, 

Jerry  Silberman 
Philadelphia,  PA 


NOTICE 

Advertising  Rate  Increases 

Effective  March  1,  1980,  Vol.  7,  #33. 
Display  and  Classified  advertising  will 
cost  slightly  more  in  GCN.  Advertisers 
may  pick  up  new  rate  sheets  at  the  GCN 
office  or  have  them  mailed  directly  by 
calling  Neuma  Crandall  at  426-4469.  All 
advertising  contracted  before  the  Vol.  7, 
#33  issue  will  be  billed  at  the  present 
rates. 


nationwide 

Dear  GCN: 

Congratulations  to  Warren  Blumenfeld  for . 
compiling  the  info  and  writing  the  column  on  the 
nationwide  protests  against  Cruising.  Philadel¬ 
phia  activists  were  sorry  not  to  see  our  scheduled 
action  listed,  but  the  responsibility  is  mostly  ours 
for  not  sending  word  to  GCN.  To  get  the  word 
out,  we  just  had  200  people  marching  in  a  picket 
line  at  the  Sam  Eric  Theatre:  we  distributed 
leaflets,  various  reviews  which  were  quite  severe 
towards  the  film,  spoke  face  to  face  with  many 
prospective  patrons,  and  urged  everyone  to  join 
our  protest,  or  to  see  some  other,  better  film. 

We  did  succeed  in  turning  some  folks  away;  a 
number  who  came  out  of  the  film  told  us  we’d 
been  right  —  the  film  was  ugly  in  all  ways.  The 
four  questions  we  had  asked  of  us  most  often 
were  these  (both  by  media  and  potential 
patrons):  “Why  is  this  film  such  a  threat,  or  so 
objectionable?”,  “How  can  you  protest  a  film 
you  haven’t  seen  (or  how  much  do  you  really 
know  about  the  film?)”,  “What  about  censor¬ 
ship  and  free  speech?”,  “Won’t  the  protest  just 
give  the  film  more  publicity?”  So  we  drew  up  a 
leaflet  that  was  directed  at  these  questions,  as 
well  as  issuing  a  press  release;  we  also  made 
many  copies  of  severely  critical  reviews. 

Our  protest  was  truly  a  community-based 
event.  Gay,  straight,  black,  white  —  they  were  all 
really  there.  Members  of  Philadelphia’s  Black 
Gays  Discussion  Group  showed  up,  and  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women  endorsed  the 
event  and  displayed  its  banner.  Various  left, 
liberal,  and  civil  rights  groups  also  participated. 
Movement  for  a  New  Society  provided  good 
marshalls,  and  legal  observers  from  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild  were  present  (and  gave  us  info 
and  advice  throughout  the  last  organizing 
meetings.) 

We  feel  that  the  moral  and  educational  victory 
has  been  won:  the  press  and  media  is  thawing, 
and  there  have  been  dramatic  breakthroughs  and 
“enlightenments.”  We  still  have  a  hard  eco¬ 
nomic  struggle  ahead:  it’s  clear  Hollywood  can’t 
be  depended  on,  so  we’ll  have  to  fight  for  the 
money  and  resources  to  make  our  own  films 
about  our  own  lives.  Tomorrow  night  we’ll  be 
back  on  the  picket  lines:  after  that  we  hope  the 
dreadful  reviews  will  have  a  crippling  effect  on 
the  film’s  profits  and  on  Friedkin’s  future 
“bankability”  with  Hollywood. 

The  protest  tonight  was  not  marred  by  any  vio¬ 
lence,  though  some  bigots  offered  verbal  abuse. 
The  crowd  chanted:  “Don’t  buy  lies!  Don’t  buy 
trash!  Don’t  give  Hollywood  your  cash!”, 
“Twelve-million  bucks  is  what  they  spent:  let’s 
not  give  back  a  single  cent!”,  “Bigots,  liars,  pro¬ 
fiteers:  they’ve  been  on  our  backs  for  years!”, 
“Gay,  straight,  black,  white:  join  our  struggle, 
join  our  fight!” 

Tom  Wilson  sang  a  made-to-order  version  of 
his  gay  liberation  song,  “They’ll  Never  Have  the 
Comfort  of  Our  Silence  Again,”  with  this  final 
stanza: 

We’ll  never  stop  protesting 
Let  that  be  understood 
We’U  shout  until  they  hear  us 
Way  out  in  Hollywood 

Hollywood  has  always  needed  victims  to  spice 
up  its  stories,  and  to  divide  and  conquer  all  of  us: 
victimization  is  crucial  to  that  kind  of  profiteer¬ 
ing,  so  although  we  feel  strong  and  pioud  after 
tonight,  we  know  that  more  lies  and  trash  may 
come  our  way  from  the  same  source  as  Cruising 
and  Windows.  It  was  great  to  know  that  all  over 
the  country  tonight  we  were  fighting  back  against 
oppression.  Friedkin  has  said  every  self-serving 
thing  he  could  possibly  say,  Weintraub  has  tried 
every  dirty  public  relations  trick  he  possibly 
could  have,  and  yet  we’ve  still  managed  to  get 
our  word  out  due  to  persistence  and  militance. 

Finally,  some  facts:  five-thousand  bucks  re¬ 
presents  more  than  the  annual  operating  budget 
of  an  organization  like  the  Philadelphia  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Task  Force,  yet  just  one  of  the  full-page 
ads  which  Cruising  profiteers  printed  in  The  New 
York  Times  costs  at  least  that  much.  Even  with 
Vincent  Canby  trashing  Cruising  in  his  Times 
review,  can  we  yet  afford  or  generate  the  positive 
images  our  own  twelve  million  dollar  film  might 
contain?  We  don’t  simply  want  to  defend  our- 
selves  from  attack:  we  want  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  about  our  lives.  Hollywood  cannot  tolerate 
that  truth  at  present,  and  we  will  therefore  have 
to  find  ways  to  break  up  or  work  around  the 
stranglehold  the  big  studios  have  on  resources, 
distribution,  and  publicity.  That  is  what  is 
making  the  executives  of  TransAmerica  Corpor¬ 
ation,  Lorimar  Productions,  and  United  Artists 
tremble  —  not  our  threat  to  their  so-called  “free 
speech,”  but  our  threat  to  their  so-called  “free 
enterprise.”  How  come  those  executives  seem  to 
buy  and  own  so  much  of  both,  and  how  come  we 
have  so  little  at  present? 

Scott  Tucker, 
Member  of  the  Philadelphia  Coalition 
Against  the  Movie  Cruising,  and  of 
Philadelphia  Lavender  Left 
Philadelphia,  PA 


anderson 

Dear  Editor, 

After  seeing  Kennedy’s  ad  in  last  week’s  issue, 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  remind 
people  that  gays  do  have  another  viable  alter¬ 
native  to  Kennedy  and  that  is  Rep.  John  B.  An¬ 
derson  (Rep. -Illinois). 

Of  interest  to  us  should  be  his  consistent  stand 
for  human  rights.  John  Anderson  has  voted  for 
every  major  civil  rights  bill  since  first  joining  the 
House  in  1960. 

While  most  candidates  support  the  ERA,  An¬ 
derson  is  the  only  Republican  committed  enough 
to  support  the  extension  time  for  ratification,  he 
has  protected  abortion  rights  for  all  women  by 
supporting  federally  funded  abortions. 

What  about  gay  rights?  John  Anderson  is  the 
only  Republican  candidate  who  sent  a  represen¬ 
tative,  his  daughter  Diane,  to  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Forum  at  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire  on  February  3.  As  far  as  I  know  he  is 
the  only  Republican  to  support  the  inclusion  of  a 
gay  rights  plank  on  the  Republican  platform. 

Now,  for  a  lot  of  people,  the  main  problem 
with  Anderson  may  be  that  he  is  a  Republican, 
but  if  one  listens  to  what  he  says  one  may  agree 
with  Donnesbury,  that  he  doesn’t  “sound  like  a 
Republican.” 

The  Village  Voice  has  described  Anderson  as 
being  “for  some,  the  only  palatable  lifeboat”  in 
this  election. 

Anderson  has  a  chance,  but  only  when,  as  Ed 
Brooke  said  in  his  endorsement,  “Those  people 
who  belong  with  him  have  the  courage  to  stand 
up  and  support  his  candidacy”  —  that  means  us. 

I  hope  you  will  consider  him  on  Tuesday. 

David  M.  Hough 
Boston,  MA 

P.S.:  The  lack  of  an  Anderson  ad  in  is  not  due  to 
a  lack  of  interest  in  the  gay  community,  but  to  a 
severe  lack  of  funds. 

living  gay 

Editors: 

I  am  deeply  offended  by  the  review  of  Living 
Gay  printed  in  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  17.  It  is  not  the 
reviewer’s  disdain  for  the  book,  nor  his  criticism 
of  content  which  puts  me  off.  Rather,  it  is  his 
specious  attacks  on  Don  Clark  and  his  patron¬ 
izing  tone  which  are  odious. 

The  initial  paragraph  of  the  review  is  self- 
indulgent  pap,  followed  by  accusing  Clark  of 
being  self-indulgent  and  grandiose. 

After  the  reviewer  informs  the  reader  that  the 
gay  community  is  “diverse,”  he  concedes  that 
“many  would  argue  that  there  is  a  common  vis¬ 
ion  arising  from  our  experience.”  Your  reviewer 
is  surely  entitled  that  Clark  has  not  discovered 
this  vision,  but  it  is  unconsciousable  to  person¬ 
ally  excoriate  the  man  because  one  didn’t  like  his 
book. 

Criticism  of  Clark’s  lack  of  feminist  con¬ 
sciousness  in  his  chapter,  “Every  Man  Should 
Own  a  Dress”  rests  on  the  “underlying  assump¬ 
tion”  that  certain  characteristics  are  male  and 
certain  are  female.  Given  the  acknowledged  use 
of  Jungian  principles  to  explore  these  qualities, 
what  other  “underlying  assumptions”  would 
there  be?  Freud  was  a  blatant  sexist;  psycho¬ 
therapists  who  use  Freudian  tenets  to  plumb  cer¬ 
tain  areas  of  the  psyche  cannot  automatically  be 
assumed  sexist,  can  they?  How  did  your  reviewer 
manage  to  infer  that  Clark  “goes  to  stereotypical 
women  characters  for  sources  of  comfort  and 
caring”? 

After  considerable  carping  about  Clark’s 
“arrogance”  in  the  book,  the  review  closes  with 
the  statement,  “the  real  subject  of  the  book 
should  have  been  .  .  .”  That’s  what  I  call  arro¬ 
gance!  The  easiest  thing  in  our  community  still 
seems  to  be  telling  everyone  what  someone  else 
“should”  have  done. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Teresa  DeCrescenzo 
Hollywood,  CA 

— ADVERTISING— 
MANAGER 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  experience  as  well  as  a 
commitment  to  the  goal  of  eliminating 
the  exploitation  of  women  and  men  in 
advertising  necessary  .  Please  address  in¬ 
quiries  and  resumes  to  Richard  Burns, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


=  DESIGN  DIRECTOR— 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for 
the  position  of  Design  Director.  Back¬ 
ground  in  graphic  arts  necessary.  April  1 
opening.  Direct  inquiries  and  resumes  to 
Richard  Burns,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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on  the  other  hand 

Dear  Editor: 

The  movie  Cruising  is  beautiful  and  enter¬ 
taining  unless  you  are  an  easily-manipulated  gay 
hysteric  (in  which  case  the  movie  is  whatever 
you’ve  been  told  it  is),  or  unless  you  are  naive  (in 
which  case  it  is  educational),  unless  you  are  a 
queer-basher  (in  which  case  you  will  see  how  dis¬ 
gusting  and  contemptible  are  queer-bashers),  or 
unless  your  motives  as  a  viewer  are  less  than 
honest. 

There  are  no  valid  arguments  for  gay  people  to 
use  in  objecting  to  the  movie  or  in  protesting  its 
wide  distribution.  Instead,  there  is  cause  for  wide 
rejoicing:  Never  have  gay  men  been  presented  as 
being  more  manly,  fearless  and  desirable.  This  is 
communicated  not  by  leather  games  but  by  the 
healthy  attitudes  of  every  single  gay  personality 
presented.  Even  the  gay  probable  killer  seems  so 
physically  healthy  and  intelligent  that  there  is 
real  question  whether  he  is  indeed  the  killer  (the 
evidence  is  far  from  conclusive  and  the  police  are 
amoral). 

What  is  truly  alarming  about  Cruising  is  the 
ease  with  which  many  of  the  best  spokespersons 
of  gay  human  rights  were  brainwashed  out  of  en¬ 
joying  the  move,  and  —  much  worse  —  how 
easily  freedom  fighters  have  been  manipulated 
into  fighting  freedom,  clamoring  for  prior  re¬ 
straint  of  free  speech.  Even  John  Mitzel  —  who 
has  departed  from  his  usual  well-argued  anar¬ 
chism  —  turns  a  prissy  hand  to  rationalizing  cen¬ 
sorship  (including  the  picketing  of  a  thing  un¬ 
seen)  with  irrelevancies  and  an  appeal  to  trust  his 
and  other  gay  leaders’  proud  prejudgments.  This 
is  a  fine  policy  for  sheep,  lemmings  and  similar 
collectivist  species,  but  it  can’t  be  praised  as  in¬ 
dependent  or  informed  thinking. 

Violence  in  a  movie  in  not  necessarily  advo¬ 
cacy  of  violence  (see  Apocalypse  Now).  And  if 
they  think  it  is,  why  haven’t  our  gay  leaders  been 
organizing  against  the  often  truly  sick  S&M  per¬ 
sonalities  and  scenarios  routinely  presented  in 
gay  porno  flicks?  Think  about  it.  Why  are  these 
“leaders”  using  a  double  standard?  Greater 
publicity,  perhaps.  Artificial  organizing  creden¬ 
tials,  perhaps.  Heterophobia,  perhaps  —  and 
this  last  is  an  almost  valid  point  of  concern.  But, 
as  a  fair  viewing  of  Cruising  thankfully  reveals, 
there  is  no  cause  for  alarm.  Only  the  sickest  of 
minds  will  be  able  to  identify  with  the  movie’s 
queerbashers  and  killer  (and  the  sickest  of  minds 
cannot  be  second-guessed  nor  easily  influenced 
one  way  or  the  other).  Consider: 

— Every  gay  victim  is  given  a  complex  char¬ 
acter-development  at  once  intelligent,  believable, 
carefully  calculated  to  evoke  admiration  and 
done  with  great  economy  of  cinematic  means.  To 
denigrate  the  movie  for  using  gays  as  victims  is  to 
miss  the  point:  These  gays  are  in  control  of  their 
lives  with  their  easy-going  manner  and  laid  back 
social  expertise.  Nothing  about  them  resembles  a 
victim-looking-for-an-oppressor. 

— Every  cop  is  portrayed  as  homophobic,  in¬ 
competent,  malevolent,  criminally  dishonest  and 
brutal.  The  viewer  must  empathize  with  either 
the  killer  (impossible!  given  the  intelligent,  lik¬ 
able  victims),  the  cops  (who  interrogate  with  the 
most  revoltingly  sick  version  of  sadism  in  the 
movie;  who  may  or  may  not  murder  a  gay  and 
frame  lover;  who  call  all  women  “scumbags”, 
etc.)  or  the  gays  who  appear  friendly,  colorful 
and  experimental  at  worst. 

— The  barroom  orgy  scenes  only  rarely  look 
less  than  fascinating  and  the  few  exceptions  (e.g. 
one  back  getting  one  slap,  one  person  sucking  a 
nightstick)  are  brief,  inconsequential  and  at  least 
true  to  life.  (There  are  no  scatological  scenes, 
contrary  to  common  reports,  except  for  one 
person  inexplicable  —  to  all  but  the  cognoscenti 
—  in  a  bathtub.) 

— None  of  the  S&M  games  looks  even  remote¬ 
ly  as  pathological  as,  say,  the  heterosexual  S&M 
scene  in  the  currently  playing  American  Gigolo, 
a  movie  much  more  derogatory  of  and  dangerous 
to  “fags”  (to  quote  that  movie).  In  Cruising  it  all 
looks  like  heady  fun  and  games.  One  should  keep 
in  mind  that  the  most  common  sexual  fantasy, 
bar  none,  for  both  men  and  women  is  an  S&M 
scene  (Time,  Feb.  18,  1980:50).  Straight  viewers 
need  not  be  protected  from  hardcore  seaminess. 
They  give  gays  a  run  for  the  money  in  that  de¬ 
partment. 

The  motives  of  the  gay  leaders  who  have 
incited  this  national  hysteria  against  Cruising  are 
in  question  for  another  reason.  Their  proud  dis¬ 
dain  for  the  most  rudimentary  ingredient  of 
protest  —  knowledge  of  what  one  is  protesting  — 
displays  an  open  hostility  to  reason  and  freedom 
of  expression,  the  very  banners  under  which  they 
claim  to  march.  They  have  too  easily  redefined 
freedom  as  force  and  force  as  freedom.  Object¬ 
ing  to  a  movie  that  seems  to  have  been  made  for 
the  enjoyment  of  gay  people  (in  the  way  thrillers 
are  enjoyed)  reveals  a  closetry  that  equates  pub¬ 
licity  with  danger.  They  claim  to  be  outraged  at 
things  for  which  no  gay  person  need  apologize. 
Unwilling  or  unable  to  operate  on  principle,  they 
defend  censorship  (the  way  it  has  always  been  de¬ 
fended)  as  the  only  way  to  protect  people  from 
themselves.  “If  one  gay  person  is  killed  as  a 
result  of  the  viewing  of  this  film,  then  the  film 
should  not  have  been  made,”  is  the  principle  that 
would  logically  be  used  to  ban  cinema.  Will  they 
ever  learn?  Can  they  ever  again  be  trusted  as  they 
desire  to  be  trusted? 


And  in  the  process,  given  all  the  beauty  lav¬ 
ished  upon  the  gay  viewer  in  Cruising  (whatever 
its  structural  flaws),  these  protest  leaders  raise  a 
question:  Is  it  possible,  given  the  knee-jerk  think¬ 
ing  of  so  many  gay  activists,  to  make  a  movie 
showing  just  how  despicable  is  queerbashing  and 
have  it  acclaimed?  If  La  Cage  Aux  Folles  can  use 
queerbashing  as  a  subject  of  humor(!)  why  can’t 
Cruising  use  it  as  a  subject  of  disgust?  Never  has 
homophobia  looked  more  disgusting  than  it  does 
in  Cruising.  See  the  movie  and  take  your 
brothers  along. 

Bruce  S.  Brockway 
.  Editor,  Positively  Gay 

Minneapolis,  MN 

left  to  left 

Dear  GCN  readers, 

I  wish  to  add  this  brief  update  to  my  review  of 
the  various  left  booklets/pamphlets  dealing  with 
the  lesbian/gay  movement.  (“Reading  Left  to 
Left,”  GCN  Jan.  26,  1980).  I  came  across  these 
after  writing  the  original  article. 

The  International  Socialists  of  Canada  have 
produced  a  pamphlet  entitled  Breaking  the 
Chains:  The  Struggle  for  Gay  Liberation  and 
Socialism  by  Susan  Tyburn.  It’s  divided  into  two 
main  sections,  “Gay  Oppression”  and  “Gay 
Liberation”  with  various  topical  subdivisions.  It 
gives  a  strong  working-class  perspective  of  our 
movement/struggle  and  takes  on  the  “liberal”  or 
“reformist”  strategies  too  often  expounded.  In¬ 
teresting  too  is  the  positive  trade  union/labor 
perspective  that  reads  throughout  and  is  often 
missing  in  U.S.  publications.  This  is  a  “party” 
publication  and  their  particular  political  analyses 
on  certain  questions  (like  the  Soviet  Union  being 
“state  capitalist”)  are  presented  too  —  however 
only  minimally  and  does  not  change  the  thrust  of 
the  pamphlet’s  importance. 

The  IS  are  affiliated  with  the  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  in  the  U.S.,  and  the 
pamphlet  can  be  ordered  by  sending  SI. 50  to 
them  at  P.O.  Box  18037,  Cleveland,  OH  44118. 

The  other  publication  is  Lesbianism:  A  Socia1 
ist  Feminist  Perspective  by  Susan  Williams  and  is 
printed  by  Radical  Women  Publications.  The 
title  adequately  describes  this  concise  essay.  It 
might  be  added  that  Radical  Women  is  in  funda¬ 
mental  political  agreement  with  the  Freedom 
Socialist  Party  (FSP).  Ironically,  this  is  the  only 
pamphlet  available  for  sale  between  the  two 
groups,  even  though  the  FSP  defines  itself  soc- 
cialist-feminist  and  is  also  quite  involved  with  the 
lesbian/gay  movement.  Anyway,  it  costs  .50  and 
is  obtained  from  Radical  Women,  3948  S.  Hud¬ 
son,  Seattle,  WA  98118. 

Unless  there  is  an  unforseen  flood  of  literature 
from  the  left  all  at  once  on  this  subject  requiring 
a  further  full  length  review.  I’ll  send  periodic  up¬ 
dates  on  the  too  little  material  that  does  surface. 

Steve  Forgione 
New  York,  NY 

sodomy 

Dear  Friend: 

For  the  first  time  in  Lambda’s  history,  we 
must  make  an  emergency  appeal  to  you  for 
funds.  On  January  24,  1980,  an  historic  decision 
was  made  which  unanimously  recognized  the 
right  of  privacy  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  In  the 
case,  People  v.  Onofre,  the  Appellate  Division 
for  the  western  part  of  New  York  declared  the 
New  York  consensual  sodomy  law  unconstitu¬ 
tional. 

An  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  highest 
court  in  N.Y.  is  expected  soon.  But  appeals  are 
expensive,  even  though  Lambda  lawyers  on  this 
case  and  all  others  donate  their  services.  The 
costs  of  court  filings,  typing,  printing,  telephone 
and  related  expenses  are  very  high. 

This  is  a  landmark  case  both  nationally  and  in 
N.Y.  It  is  the  first  time  that  any  appellate  court 
has  declared  a  sodomy  law  unconstitutional  and 
held  that  personal  sexual  conduct  is  a  constitu¬ 
tionally  protected,  fundamental  right.  If  the 
Court  of  Appeals  upholds  this  decision,  consen¬ 
sual  sexual  relations  between  adults  of  the  same 
sex  will  be  legal  in  all  of  N.Y.  State.  And  such  a 
decision  would  deprive  homophobic  pressure 
groups  of  one  of  their  favorite  arguments  —  that 
because  lesbians  and  gay  men  engage  in  illegal 
sex,  they  are  deviant  and  not  entitled  to  basic 
civil  rights. 

This  case  represents  one  of  the  most  important 
victories  ever  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  move¬ 
ment,  a  victory  that  should  not  be  lost  because  of 
lack  of  funds.  Right  now  we  do  not  have  enough 
money  to  pay  for  the  costs  of  an  appeal. 

Please  take  this  opportunity  to  give  your  sup¬ 
port  —  we  have  a  strong  case  and  with  your  help 
we  can  win. 

Give  as  generously  as  you  can.  Any  gift  will  be 
helpful  and  appreciated  —  all  gifts  are  tax- 
deductible. 

Sincerely, 

Margot  Karle,  Esq. 

President 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  &  Education  Fund 

22  East  40th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10016 


windows 

Dear  GCN: 

For  the  past  few  weeks,  the  pages  of  GCN 
have  been  filled  with  news  about  Cruising  and  its 
vocal  protest  within  the  gay  community.  In  com¬ 
parison,  very  little  has  been  written  about 
Windows,  a  new  anti-woman,  anti-lesbian  film. 
The  bits  and  pieces  that  GCN  has  printed  about 
Windows  have  unfortunately  seemed  more  like 
afterthoughts  to  the  coverage  of  Cruising  than 
important  news  items  themselves. 

Of  course,  the  straight  press  has  completely 
ignored  Windows  all  along.  Here  in  Boston,  for 
example,  the  Globe  ran  an  article  on  Feb.  9 
(“Homosexual  Group  to  Picket  Film”)  about 
the  press  conference  that  was  organized  to  pro¬ 
test  both  Windows  and  Cruising.  Not  a  single 
word  was  printed  about  Windows  or  feminist 
concerns.  Clearly  articulated  during  the  press 
conference,  about  violence  against  women.  This 
kind  of  coverage  hardly  comes  as  a  surprise.  It  is 
simply  another  instance  in  a  long  history  of 
women  (in  this  case,  lesbians)  being  either 
ignored  or  maligned  by  the  white,  male- 
dominated  media.  Even  the  most  concerted 
effort  to  bring  the  fundamental  issue  of  women’s 
safety  to  the  attention  of  the  press  went 
unacknowledged.  Given  this  predictable  silence 
on  the  part  of  the  straight  press,  it  is  especially 
disappointing  that  GCN  has  offered  the  gay 
community  so  little  information  about  Windows 
or  the  work  being  done,  locally  and  nationally, 
to  organize  against  it. 

Windows,  like  Cruising,  is  a  United  Artists 
film.  It  is  about  a  “psychotic”  lesbian  (Andrea), 
who  hires  a  man  to  rape  a  straight  woman  she  is 
interested  in  (Emily),  presumably  to  convert  her 
to  lesbianism.  As  the  plot  unfolds,  we  see  Andrea 
murder  several  men  as  well  as  Emily’s  pet  cat,  all 
supposed  proclamations  of  her  “love.”  In  his 
Jan.  18  review  in  The  New  York  Times,  the  day 
Windows  opened  in  New  York,  Vincent  Canby 
sums  up  the  film:  “The  movie  attempts  to  gener¬ 
ate  suspense  by  making  us  wonder  how  Andrea 
will  eventually  lure  Emily  to  a  fate  worse  than 
death,  plus  maybe  death,  too.” 

Not  only  does  Windows  misrepresent  lesbian 
relationships  as  perversely  violent.  It  presents 
violence  against  women  as  appropriate  material 
for  public  entertainment.  In  doing  so,  the  reality 
of  assault,  rape,  battering,  and  murder  is  trivial¬ 
ized  and  distorted.  Real  acts  of  violence  against 
women  are  committed  by  men  and  male  power 
—  not  women!  Making  Andrea  solely  responsi¬ 
ble  for  Emily’s  rape  is  a  grotesque  mockery  of 
the  truth. 

Like  almost  all  films  about  lesbians  and 
straight  women,  Windows  expresses  exclusively 
male  fantasies  of  sexuality  and  violence. 
Windows  is  written,  directed,  produced,  distri¬ 
buted,  and  criticized  by  men.  (Not  surprisingly, 
Emily  is  rescued  from  Andrea  at  the  end  of  the 
movie  by  a  benevolent  male  detective  who  has 
loved  her  all  along.)  Why  is  it  that  United  Artists 
can  pour  millions  into  anti-lesbian  propaganda 
like  Windows  when  $800,000  cannot  be  found  in 
all  of  the  film  industry  to  produce  Rubyfruit 
Jungle,  a  positive  portrayal  of  a  lesbian,  by  a 
lesbian?  Those  obsessed  with  questions  about 
censorship  might  want  to  think  about  the  ways 
that  American  media  is  already  necessarily 
censored  by  the  interests  of  the  straight  white 
men  who  control  it. 

Windows  and  Cruising  further  institutionalize 
the  acceptability  of  women  and  gay  people  as 
victims  of  violence.  We  cannot  afford  to  be  silent 
any  longer.  The  exploitation  we  see  in  movies 
like  these  amasses  huge  profits  for  the  corporate 
media  at  the  expense  of  our  lives. 

There  will  be  an  educational  picket  on  the 
evening  that  Windows  opens  in  Boston,  either 
March  7  or  14,  and  for  several  weekends  after 
that.  Watch  the  papers  for  the  exact  theatre  and 
time.  We  expect  and  hope  that  gay  men  will 
provide  the  kind  of  strong  support  for  these 
actions  that  lesbians  and  straight  women  gave  to 
the  protest  of  Cruising.  We  also  expect  GCN  to 
cover  the  Windows  protest  responsibly,  and  do 
its  job  in  educating  the  gay  community. 

Ellen  Herman 

Women  Against  Violence  Against  Women 
Cambridge,  MA 


out  of  the  closet 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  Mitzel’s  “Speaking 
Out”:  “Boycott  Cruising  and  Join  the  Picket 
Line.” 

Being  a  gay  Alaskan  half  in  and  half  out  of  the 
closet  I  will  come  all  the  way  out  to  picket  the 
showing  of  the  film  when  it  comes  to  Fairbanks 
and  then  worry  about  my  job  later. 

What  better  time  to  stand  up  and  say  I’m  gay 
and  proud  of  it  and  try  to  stop  as  many  Alaskans 
from  seeing  the  film  and  if  I  can’t  stop  them  I’ll 
inform  my  fellow  Alaskans  that  will  see  a  film 
based  on  lies  and  half-truths  about  one  side  of 
gay  life. 

Loren  D.  Welch 
Fairbanks,  AK 


town  meetings 

Dear  Editor: 

At  the  recent  Lesbian/Gay  Community  meet¬ 
ing,  those  present  filled  out  a  survey  and  an¬ 
swered  questions  about  the  evening’s  topic  — 
violence  —  and  also  about  the  concept  of  com¬ 
munity  meetings  in  general.  We  thought  we 
should  share  some  of  the  results  here. 

Of  those  who  responded,  84%  felt  that  the 
meeting  had  exposed  them  to  views  and  issues 
they  hadn’t  thought  about  before,  and  a  similar 
number  said  that  their  awareness  of  violence  di¬ 
rected  against  lesbians  and  gays  had  increased.  A 
substantial  group  — 65  %  —  reported  actually 
having  been  victims  of  violence,  and  nearly  all  — 
97  said  that  they  felt  more  like  taking  action 
to  stop  violence  against  lesbians  and  gays  after 
attending  the  meeting.  We  feel  these  responses  to 
be  particularly  significant  in  light  of  the  efforts 
mounted  by  local  groups  to  organize  and  demon¬ 
strate  against  the  violent,  anti-gay  and  anti-les¬ 
bian  films  Cruising  and  Windows. 

The  success  of  recent  efforts  to  mobilize  the 
lesbian/gay  community  against  these  films 
points  towards  another  issue  raised  by  the  results 
of  the  survey.  Nearly  half  of  the  people  who  at¬ 
tended  the  community  meeting  said  that  they’d 
like  to  see  similar  events  held  once  a  month, 
instead  of  every  three  months  as  at  present.  We 
agree.  But  if  that  is  to  happen,  more  people  must 
become  involved  in  planning  the  meetings  and  in 
making  arrangements  for  space  and  events.  The 
same  four  to  six  people,  all  of  whom  have  several 
other  obligations,  simply  cannot  continue  doing 
all  the  scut  work. 

If  it  is  important  for  lesbians  and  gays  to  build 
our  own  institutions  —  and  we  think  it  is  —  the  n 
more  and  more  people  in  the  community  must 
begin  to  participate  in  the  effort.  The  next  plan¬ 
ning  meeting  to  begin  work  on  the  community 
meeting  scheduled  to  take  place  in  April  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  March  3,  1980,  at  7  p.m.  at 
Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  Street,  Bos¬ 
ton.  , 

Please  come  and  bring  ideas  and  energy.  The 
success  of  past  meetings  has  shown  that  we  can 
work  together  and  carry  off  public,  issue-orien¬ 
ted  forums  for  lesbians  and  gays  —  but  these 
community  meetings  won’t  continue  unless  more 
people  get  involved  in  organizing.  Please  help! ! ! 

Sincerely, 

Tom  Chiodo 
Rob  Kaplan 
Beth  Kelly 
Dee  Michel 
Boston,  MA 

the  road 
to  freedom 

To  the  Editor, 

This  letter  is  in  regard  to  the  article  “After  the 
Revolution:  Queer  in  Cuba”  which  appeared  in 
“Speaking  Out”  in  the  2/23/80  issue.  Do  you 
know  which  countries  are  the  most  bitter  in  their 
persecution  of  gays?  The  Communist  Bloc.  In 
the  Soviet  Union,  conviction  of  sodomy  can 
mean  up  to  seven  years  in  Siberia,  and  in  China, 
gay  activity  has  carried  the  death  penalty  for 
years.  So,  the  persecution  in  Cuba  runs  about 
par  for  the  course.  The  reason  for  this  is  obvious: 
the  basic  premise  of  collectivism  (whether  it  takes 
the  form  of  communism,  socialism,  nazism, 
fascism,  or  political  Zionism)  is  that  anything 
which  does  not  benefit  society  as  a  whole  is  mor¬ 
ally  wrong.  That  was  the  basis  for  Hitler’s  Auch- 
witz,  as  well  as  for  Stalin’s  Gulag:  those  whom 
the  state  deems  unproductive  are  removed  from 
society. 

A  gay  person  is  one  who  rejects  the  idea  that 
he  must  love  with  society’s  approval.  Therefore, 
in  a  collectivist  society,  gays  must  not  be  toler¬ 
ated. 

I  am  therefore  baffled  by  the  activity  of  groups 
such  as  the  Pink  Triangle.  Don’t  they  realize  that 
they  are  doing  more  to  send  us  (gay  people)  back 
down  the  road  to  slavery  than  anyone  else,  Anita 
Bryant  not  excluded? 

Brothers  and  sisters,  if  you  think  we  are  perse¬ 
cuted  now,  just  pray  the  Communists  are  never 
given  a  free  hand  here,  for  if  they  are,  we  shall 
know  what  persecution  is  all  about.  The  answer 
is  to  remove  government  from  the  position  of 
controlling  anything  —  including  the  economy. 
That  is  the  only  way  to  insure  true  freedom. 

John  Mark  Roberts 
Laconia,  NH 


angels 

Dear  GCN, 

In  reference  to  Ms.  Kingsbury’s  review  (23 
February)  of  the  Bread  and  Puppet  Theatre’s 
production  of  Joan  of  Arc,  please  be  so  kind  as 
to  point  out  to  your  that  angels  are  genderless 
(being  composed  of  spirit),  and  therefore  do  not 
imply  sexism  by  virtue  of  being  performed  by  a 
man  rather  than  a  woman. 

All  my  love. 

Satin  Satin 
Boston,  MA 
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Man  is  Acquitted  of 
Charges  of  Robbery 


Public  TV 


NEW  YORK,  NY  —  A  Man¬ 
hattan  Criminal  Court  jury  has 
acquitted  John  Giovanni  of 
charges  that  he  robbed  a  gay  man 
during  a  sexual  encounter. 
Giovanni  allegedly  met  the  man 
on  Christopher  Street  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village,  agreed  to  go  to  the 
man’s  apartment,  and  then 
robbed  him  of  cash  and  valuables 
worth  $400.  Giovanni  allegedly 
threatened  the  man  with  a  gun. 

Potential  jurors  were  asked, 
“Do  you  have  any  problems  with 
the  fact  that  there  are  going  to  be 
some  questions  about  homosex¬ 
uals  and  homosexual  activities 
during  this  trial?”  Those  who  said 
they  did  were  excused.  A  jury  of  3 
men  and  3  women  was  impaneled. 

The  defense  sought  to  prove  the 
alleged  victim,  a  29-year  old  busi¬ 
nessperson  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  had  agreed  to  pay  the 
defendent  for  sex.  The  man,  how¬ 


Wherever  you  live,  whatever 
you  do,  GCN  needs  you.  Are  we 
covering  news  events  in  your  area? 
Are  there  things  happening  where 
you  live  that  others  elsewhere  in 
the  country  should  know  about  and 
maybe  learn  from?  Would  you  like 
to  see  GCA’s  national  coverage 
increase  and  improve?  Send  us 
clippings  from  your  local  news¬ 
papers  which  deal  with  issues  of 
interest  to  lesbians  and  gay  men 
across  the  country.  Volunteer  news 
writers  and  photographers  are  also 
needed  in  various  areas  of  the  U.S. 
Contact  Dan  Daniel,  News  Edi¬ 
tor,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston.  MA  02108. 


ever,  claimed  his  meeting  with 
Giovanni  was  “a  typical  Village 
encounter,”  in  which  the  two  met 
on  the  street  and  mutually  agreed 
to  return  to  the  man’s  apartment 
for  sex.  The  businessperson,  the 
only  witness  to  testify  at  the  trial, 
was  asked  general  questions  about 
his  sexual  habits  and  detailed 
questions  about  the  night  in  dis¬ 
pute.  In  the  course  of  testifying, 
the  witness  said  Giovanni  ap¬ 
peared  “nervous”  in  the  apart¬ 
ment  and  seemed  unwilling  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  encounter. 

“I  began  to  think  either  he 
wasn’t  gay,  it  was  his  first  time,  or 
that  he  just  did  not  want  to  be 
there,”  the  man  said.  “He  seemed 
troubled,  so  I  told  him  if  he  felt 
uncomfortable,  he  could  leave, 
but  to  feel  free  to  call  anytime.”  It 
was  then,  the  witness  said,  that 
Giovanni  threatened  him  and  de¬ 
manded  cash  and  a  gold  chain  the 


Continued  from  Page  1 
Service  Network  by  and  for  black 
gay  men;  to  establish  an  ongoing 
program  of  self-education  and 
community  awareness  of  black 
gay  men;  to  confront  the  issue  of 
homophobia  and  heterophobia 
among,  by,  and  against  black  gay 
men;  and  to  serve  the  black 
community  at  large. 

All  workshop  sessions  held  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Feb.  15  and 
16,  were  devoted  to  conscious¬ 
ness-raising.  The  workshops 
focused  on  such  themes  as  black 
awareness,  nurturing,  religion, 
role-playing,  S&M,  the  physically 
challenged,  the  elderly,  legal 
defense,  local  organizing,  prison¬ 
ers,  sexism,  youth,  and  black  and 
white  relationships.  At  the 
workshop  on  gay  youth,  a  guest 
speaker  addressed  the  issue  of 
transsexualism. 

The  consciousness-raising 
assisted  conference  participants  in 
educating  ourselves  to  our  black 
gay  communities  and  to  our  black 
heterosexual  .  families.  The 
outcomes  of  the  workshops  were 
formulated  during  the  last  days  of 
the  conference  into  programs 
which willhave impact  on  national 
politics,  business  and  real  estate, 


man  was  wearing. 

The  man  said  he  spotted  Gio¬ 
vanni  on  the  street  about  a  month 
after  the  encounter,  signalled 
police,  and  had  him  arrested. 

“I  didn’t  want  to  see  him  in 
trouble  or  anything,  but  I  didn’t 
want  to  see  the  same  thing  happen 
to  another  gay  man,”  the  man 
later  explained.  He  described  testi¬ 
fying  at  the  trial  as  “uncomfor¬ 
table,”  but  said  that  he  had  found 
the  Manhattan  DA’s  office  coop¬ 
erative  and  that  it  had  made  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  make  the  proceedings  as 
painless  as  possible. 

In  her  later  analysis  of  the  ac¬ 
quittal  decision,  the  assistant  dis¬ 
trict  attorney,  Phyllis  Gershon, 
pointed  out  that  the  defense  attor¬ 
ney  did  not  dispute  the  witness’s 
identification  of  the  defendant 
nor  the  actual  occurrence  of  the 
encounter.  Rather,  he  suggested 
to  the  jury  that  the  witness’s  credi¬ 
bility  was  in  question  due  to  his 
homosexuality.  He  also  suggested 
that  the  jury  view  the  robbery  as 
“some  sort  of  ritual.”  The  defen¬ 
dant’s  prior  offense  record  was 
not  unveiled  to  the  jury. 

Records  in  the  case  were  sealed 
at  the  close  of  the  trial. 


our  debauched  educational 
system,  the  media,  and  the 
existing  legal  defense  system. 

With  the  transformation  of  the 
perspectives  of  black  gay  men  and 
how  we  view  ourselves,  the  work¬ 
ing  conference  sought  to  initiate 
positive  aspects  of  being  black  gay 
men.  This  is  the  beginning  of  how 
we  as  black  gay  men  will  prepare 
ourselves  for  building  a  stronger 
black  community. 

The  Detroit  Coalition  of  Black 
Gays  will  host  a  lesbian /gay  con¬ 
ference  of  the  National  Coalition 
of  Black  Gays  (NCBG)  March 
28-30  in  Detroit,  MI.  The  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  conference  are  to 
assess  national  and  local  black 
lesbian/gay  organizations,  to  find 
out  who  and  where  they  are  and 
what  they  are  doing;  to  develop 
goals  and  projects  for  NCBG;  and 
to  ratify  NCBG’s  by-laws  in  terms 
of  structure,  leadership,  member¬ 
ship,  projects,  etc.  For 
information,  write  NCBG,  P.O. 
Box  57236,  West  End  Station, 
Washington,  DC  20037,  or  call 
(202)  797-8877  in  Washington  or 
Deborah  Posey  at  (313)  868-1069 
or  Sylvia  Robinson  at  (313) 
868-2523  in  Detroit. 
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“One  of  the  most  important 
things  to  come  out  of  this,” 
Oxenberg  asserted,  “is  that  there 
was  an  immediate  strong 
response,  when  the  films  were  eli¬ 
minated,  from  the  gay  community 
.  .  .  We  began  working  with  a 
number  of  other  groups  and 
formed  a  coalition  called  the  Coa¬ 
lition  to  Make  Public  Television 
Public,  which  is  made  up  of  inde¬ 
pendent  film  groups,  black 
groups,  Hispanic  groups,  Asians 
.  .  .  What’s  resulted  from  Liz 
Oliver’s  action  is  that  all  of  these 
groups,  which  all  have  a  history  of 
being  disenfranchised  in  public 
television,  now  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  work  together.” 

A  meeting  was  held  recently 
where  Coalition  members  met 
with  WNET  President  Jay  Iselin. 
That  meeting  was  heavily  attend¬ 
ed,  and  observers  were  present 
from  the  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People,  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild,  and  other  organizations. 
One  of  the  points  brought  out  at 
that  meeting,  Oxenberg  said,  was 
that  “they  [p  lblic  broadcasters] 
don’t  use  the  public’s  money  to 
make  programming  for  the 
public.”  One  of  the  methods  used 
by  WNET  to  raise  money  for  pub¬ 
lic  broadcasting,  in  fact,  was  the 
object  of  a  protest  on  Feb.  25, 
when  Coalition  members  demon¬ 
strated  at  a  public  TV  fundraiser 


Continued  from  page  3 
Feinstein  was  interested  in  censor¬ 
ship,  “but  in  keeping  the  peace.” 
“Any  time  there  is  a  danger  to  the 
community  she  is  going  to  speak 
out,”  he  told  the  Chronicle.  Wax 
noted  that  movie  companies  reim¬ 
burse  police  for  their  help  while 
making  films,  adding:  “It  seems 
reasonable  to  me  that  if  they  show 
a  movie  here  that  makes  police 
problems  and  demands  extra  help, 
it’s  appropriate  that  they  pay  for 
that  as  well.” 

Jane  Hall,  a  representative  of 
Transamerica  Corporation,  owner 
of  United  Artists,  also  defended 
the  civil  liberties  of  the  film’s  pro¬ 
ducer,  financier,  distributor,  au¬ 
dience  and  protesters.  “Is  the 
mayor  also  sending  a  bill  to  the 
Stop  the  Movie  Cruising  Com¬ 
mittee?”  she  said.  When  con¬ 
tacted  by  GCN,  a  spokesperson  at 
United  Artists  headquarters  in 


at  New  York’s  Metropolitan 
Opera  House.  Those  who 
attended  paid  $1500  per  ticket. 

At  its  meeting  with  Iselin,  the 
Coalition  presented  a  list  of 
demands  which  included  the 
broadcast  of  the  eliminated  Films 
by  WNET,  the  establishment  by 
the  station  of  an  “office  of 
ombudsperson”  to  represent  the 
various  minority  and  independent 
interests  in  public  broadcasting, 
and  WNET’s  implementation  of 
recommendations  made  by  the 
Corporation  for  Public  Broad¬ 
casting’s  Minority  Task  Force 
Report.  Oxenberg  termed  the 
report  “a  serious  indictment  of 
the  record  of  public  television  in 
terms  of  minority  hiring  and  pro¬ 
gramming.” 

Even  that  report,  however, 
makes  no  mention  of  lesbians  or 
gay  men.  The  Coalition  made  a 
special  .point  for  the  inclusion  of 
lesbian  and  gay  male  interests  in 
the  areas  of  hiring  and  program¬ 
ming.  Iselin’s  immediate  response 
at  the  meeting  with  Coalition 
representatives,  said  Oxenberg, 
was  “a  lot  of  bullshit.  He  was  like 
a  walking  public  relations  firm.” 

The  Coalition  to  Make  Public 
Television  Public  has  urged  that 
supporters  of  minority  program¬ 
ming  in  public  television  write 
letters  of  protest  to  Jay  Iselin, 
President,  WNET-TV,  356  W. 
58th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10019. 


New  York  stated  that  the  corpora¬ 
tion  had  “no  knowledge”of  the 
bill. 

Konstantin  Berlandt  of  the 
Committee  called  the  mayor’s  ac¬ 
tion  “a  nice  symbolic  gesture.” 
“It’s  her  symbolic  way  of  agreeing 
with  us,”  he  said,  referring  to  the 
Committee’s  contention  that 
Cruising  would  incite  anti-gay 
violence.  A  spokesperson  in  Fein- 
stein’s  office  was  uncertain 
whether  the  Mayor  would  pursue 
the  issue  in  the  courts. 

In  an  unrelated  development, 
security  guards  at  the  St.  Francis 
theatre  have  been  frisking  Cruis¬ 
ing  patrons,  according  to  column¬ 
ist  Herb  Caen.  The  downtown 
theatre  is  located  on  a  skid  row 
section  of  Market  Street  and  has 
frequently  witnessed  fights  among 
its  clientele,  both  inside  the 
theatre  and  on  the  street  outside. 
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Cruising ,  Windows  Protested 
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just  seeing  a  New  York  response, 
we’re  seeing  it  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio!” 

The  gay  liberation  struggle  is 
fairly  new  here;  in  a  decade  since 
the  Stonewall  protest,  only  two 
gay  pride  rallies  have  been  held. 
Lesbian  activism  has  dominated 
the  scene,  but  GCGC  has  made  a 
start  at  gay  male  activism,  and  the 
two  sexes  have  worked  together 
on  some  impressive  projects  —  the 
two  June  rallies  and  a  sensitiza¬ 
tion  project  with  police  and  medi¬ 
cal  students. 

‘‘We  as  a  community,  men  and 
women,”  Moore  told  UA,  ‘‘have 
gotten  to  the  point  where  we’re 
starting  now  to  make  an  economic 
response  to  the  fact  that  we  never 


see  anything  positive  about  us  in 
films.”  Lundin  responded  that 
UA  is  not  a  major  production 
studio,  but  an  independent  distri¬ 
butor. 

‘‘The  film  industry,”  Sprintz 
told  him,  ‘‘has  a  responsibility  not 
just  to  our  community  but  to 
others  to  show  realistic  portrayals 
of  gays  and  lesbians.  That  is  just 
not  being  done.  I  think  people 
really  want  to  know  what  we’re  all 
about,  and  these  films  are  not 
showing  it,  and  unfortunately 
Hollywood  never  has.  All  its 
images  of  us  have  been  negative. 
We  feel  United  Artists  has  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  society  as  a  whole 
about  the  kinds  of  images  of  any 
group  they  produce  on  film,  gays, 
women,  blacks,  the  handicapped, 


or  cowboys.  That’s  what  we’re 
concerned  about,”  she  added. 
Joshua  Moore  of  the  UC  Alliance 
responded,  “That’s  a  risk  we’ve 
been  willing  to  take.” 

“Whether  or  not  people  are 
going  to  walk  out  and  say  this  film 
is  excellent,  mediocre,  or  trash,  I 
have  no  idea,”  Lundin  told  the 
group’s  representatives.  “That  is 
up  to  the  people  to  decide.” 

“Part  of  the  significance  of 
what  we’re  doing  here,”  Moore 
told  Lundin,* ‘is  that  not  only  were 
there  unprecedented  protests 
against  the  filming  of  Cruising, 
but  that  it  has  stirred  up  people  all 
across  the  country  —  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  certainly  so.  We’re  not 


_ ADVERTISEMENT 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  All  VD  Prevention 
programs  must  emphasize  personal  hygiene  principles 
which  should  be  taught  from  the  beginning  of  adoles¬ 
cence  in  every  health  and  sex  education  course.  Past 
efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed;  there¬ 
fore,  we  must  use  all  available  methods  of  PREVEN¬ 
TION,  in  conjunction  with  treatment,  to  combat  the 
present  VD  epidemic.  Here  are  some  highlights  from 
our  widely  acclaimed  booklet  —  (soon  available  in 
Spanish  and  Japanese) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 
Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
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Windows  Opening  Delayed 

Continued  from  Page  3 


woman’s  next-door  neighbor  so 
that  she  can  rent  his  apartment  and 
spy  on  her  prey  with  a  telescope. 

In  a  review  of  Windows  in  the 
New  York  Times  on  Jan.  18,  Vin¬ 
cent  Canby  summed  up  the  movie 
by  stating,  “The  movie  attempts 
to  generate  suspense  by  making  us 
wonder  how  Andrea  will  eventual¬ 
ly  lure  Emily  to  a  fate  worse  than 
death,  plus  maybe  death,  too.” 
Windows,  like  Cruising,  has  been 
panned  by  the  vast  majority  of 
critics  who  have  reviewed  it. 

At  a  Feb.  8  press  conference 
held  by  Boston  Gays  and  Lesbians 


Against  Violence,  an  ad  hoc  coali¬ 
tion  formed  to  organize  opposi¬ 
tion  against  the  two  films,  Her¬ 
man  stated,  “It’s  important  to  re¬ 
member  there  are  no  positive  im¬ 
ages  here.  Lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  depicted  here  as  victims.”  She 
added  that  “these  are  films  made 
by  men.  They’re  men’s  fantasies 
of  what  our  lives  are  like.” 

Herman  explained  that  there 
will  be  a  picket  line  set  up  at  the 
opening  of  Windows  in  Boston, 
and  that  there  will  be  a  press  con¬ 
ference  called  prior  to  the  opening 
to  discuss  the  protest.  She  said 
that  the  protest  of  Windows  might 


be  handled  differently  than  the 
protest  of  Cruising  in  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  might  be  made  to  picket  the 
theatre  where  the  film  is  shown  on 
several  weekends  following  its 
opening. 

In  the  meantime,  she  said, 
women  and  men  can  boycott  the 
two  films  and  encourage  “every¬ 
one  you  know,  both  gay  and 
straight,  to  do  the  same.”  In  addi¬ 
tion,  letters  of  protest  can  be  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  various  media.  Further, 
a  strong  attendance  at  the  picket 
line  on  opening  night  —  and  suc¬ 
cessive  mights  —  by  both  women 
and  men  in  urged. 


I 


A  petition  seeking  reform  of  discriminatory  U.S.  immigration  laws  was  presented  by  members  of  the  Dutch 
Parliament  to  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress  recently.  (L-R):  Harry  van  den  Bergh,  Liberal  Party  member  of 
Parliament;  Rep.  Henry  Waxman  (D-CA),  co-author  of  HR  2074,  the  federal  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  bill; 
Clint  Hockenberry,  American  Liaison  of  the  International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association,  which  hosted  the 
Dutch  delegation;  Frederik  Portheine,  Liberal  Party  member  of  Parliament;  Steve  Endean,  Executive 
Director,  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby. 
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Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea, 
as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are 
sensitive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 

opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes 
the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is 
doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absense  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause  infec¬ 
tions  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non¬ 
specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  spe¬ 
cial  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the 
reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 
HYGIENE  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system 
are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs 
from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping 
from  rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vagin¬ 
al,  as  well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

«  *  *  * 

Men  and  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treat¬ 
ment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU 
system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  foilow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013  . 


GRA  Goes  to  Court  for  Gays 


By  John  Mehring 

Gay  Rights  Advocates  (GRA)  is  a  San  Francisco- 
based,  public-interest  law  firm  which  has  become  in¬ 
creasingly  well-known  in  its  two-year  existence  as  a 
path-breaking  gay  civil  rights  organization,  because  of 
both  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  its  work. 
Organizing 

Richard  Rouilard,  Matt  Coles,  Don  Knutson  and 
Jerel  McCrary  decided  to  begin  GRA  after  a  series  of 
discussion  during  1977.  The  idea  of  a  gay-identified, 
public-interest  law  firm  to  attack  discrimination  that’s 
“either  caused  by  the  law”  came  independently  to  “the 
four  of  us”  states  the  Director  of  GRA,  Don  Knutson. 
In  a  few  short  months,  by  pooling  their  experience  and 
resources,  and  with  a  generous  personal  contribution  of 
$120,000  from  Rouilard,  GRA  organized  as  a  non¬ 
profit,  tax-exempt  corporation  in  December,  1977  and 
began  operations  at  540  Castro  Street  in  January,  1978. 

With  a  full-time  staff  of  five  people,  (lawyers  Don 
Knutson  and  Jerel  McCrary,  legal  clerk  Melinda  Con¬ 
nor,  and  administrative  assistants  Suzanne  Herzstam 
and  Judi  Anderson),  numerous  volunteers,  and  a  sup¬ 
porting  membership  of  over  a  thousand  individuals 
scattered  across  forty  states,  GRA  is  (not  surprisingly) 
still  hard-pressed  to  fulfill  its  basic  commitment  to 
achieve  full  equality  under  the  law  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Yet  even  with  its  perennially  limited  resources, 
GRA  has  managed  to  mount  impressive  legal  challenges 
and  secure  victories.  It  has  undertaken  and  successfully 
completed  a  broad  range  of  innovative  legal,  political, 
and  educational  projects. 

GRA  is  governed  by  a  15-member  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  which  consists  of  eight  women  and  seven  men.  They 
are  all  residents  of  the  San  Francisco/Bay  Area  with  the 
two  exceptions  of  Jean  O’Leary,  former  co-executive 
director  of  NGTF,  and  a  representative  from  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  of  New  York  City.  Knutson,  as  Executive 
Director  of  GRA,  has  control  over  the  day-to-day 
operations  of  the  organization,  but  a  real  effort  is  made 
to  operate  the  firm  on  a  consensus  basis.  Each  lawyer 
and  staff  member  draws  an  identical  subsistence  wage. 
Everyone  is  also  responsible  for  one  “telephone  day” 
per  week  at  the  reception  desk  (although  volunteers  are 
beginning  to  take  over  this  chore).  Both  of  these  policies 
are  evidence  that  equality  at  GRA  is  more  than  sym¬ 
bolic. 

Judi  Anderson,  one  of  the  two  administrative 
assistants  at  GRA,  is  the  “token  straight.”  However, 
she  has  been  there  from  the  beginning  and  feels  that  for 
her  this  is  “no  vicarious  trip.”  Characterizing  herself  as 
a  “quiet,  roaring  radical,”  Anderson  possesses  a 
’60s-charged  commitment.  In  Anderson’s  words,  she 
simply  couldn’t  “Marin-County-out”  of  this  struggle. 

Verbalizing  what  others  have  touched  upon, 
Anderson  is  deeply  affected  “by  the  level  of  profes¬ 
sionalism  matched  by  the  level  of  sharing”  at  GRA. 
Whether  this  sharing  means  dealing  with  various  levels 
of  sexism  (“we  work  on  it”)  or  “bringing  each  other  to 
common  ground,”  Anderson  emphasizes  the  “value  in 
diversity.”  And  she  is  extremely  pleased  that  the  staff 
can  share  what  they  have  at  GRA  with  others.  Carl  Hill 
(see  sidebar)  said  to  them  upon  his  departure  for  Lon¬ 
don,  “You’ve  made  me  a  warrior  again!” 

Suzanne  Herzstam  is  a  lesbian-feminist  who  has 
devoted  extensive  time  and  energy  to  the  women’s 
movement.  She  quit  her  job  at  Public  Advocates  (PA) 
to  help  build  GRA  and  is  convinced  that  as  “more  les¬ 
bians  become  visible”  in  GRA,  GRA  will  demonstrate 
“more  commitment”  to  them.  As  it  is,  Herzstam 
doesn’t  feel  “any  pressure”  because  of  her  lesbian- 
feminist  identity.  Indeed,  she  feel  free  “to  do 
anything.”  Herzstam  is  concerned  about  the  dearth  of 
lesbian  cases  at  GRA,  but  she  is  convinced  that  both  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  will  benefit  from  the  achievement  of 
gay  civil  rights,  even  in  areas  considered  strictly  “male- 
identified.”  Gains  made  now  by  gay  men  will  affect  les¬ 
bians  positively  now  and  in  the  future. 

Comparing  her  public  interest  work  at  PA  and 
GRA,  Herzstam  feels  the  current  work  environment  is 
far  superior.  There  is  a  minimum  of  attorney  vs.  staff 
one-upmanship,  and  there  is  mutual  respect, 
camaraderie,  even  affection. 


GRA  has  tried  to  pattern  itself  on  the  ACLU.  It  in¬ 
volves  volunteer,  cooperating  attorneys  from  around 
the  country.  GRA’s  work  has  attracted  help  from  large, 
Wall  Street-type  legal  firms,  two  of  the  more  notable  ex¬ 
amples  being  Heller,  Ehrmann,  White  &  McAuliffe’s 
assistance  in  the  Pacific  Telephone  case  and  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  Pillsbury,  Madison  &  Sutro  in  the  Carl  Hill-INS 
struggle.  Although  the  actual  costs  of  the  litigation  are 
paid  for  by  GRA,  the  individual  law  firm  takes  care  of 
the  expenses  incurred  by  their  pro  bono  counsel.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Knutson,  this  arrangement  “permits  us  to  do 
major  litigation  work  with  limited  resources.”  When 
questioned  about  why  establishment  firms  support 
GRA,  Knutson  stated  that  the  lawyers’  motives  are 
“mixed.”  On  the  one  hand  there  is  “recognition  of  the 
fact  that  lawyers  have  an  obligation  to  assist  those  who 
cannot  pay”  but  whose  “needs,  goals,  and  principles 
are,  nevertheless,  clear.”  On  the  other  hand,  gay  rights 
suits  provide  “fascinating  litigation.”  Many  young 
lawyers  in  traditional  law  firms,  immersed  in  work  that 
is  less  than  exciting,  are  “thrilled  to  get  their  teeth  into 
constitutional  litigation.”  For  once,  they  may  feel  that 
they  have  made  a  “significant  impact.” 

Finances 

GRA’s  budget  has  grown  from  $28,000  n  1978  to 
an  estimated  $125,000  in  1980.  Prohibited  by  law  from 
receiving  fees  from  its  clients,  GRA  is  totally  dependent 
on  private  donations  and  grants.  Eighty  percent  of  its 
income  is  derived  from  individual  contributions  and 
20%  is  obtained  from  foundations.  The  Playboy 
Foundation  remains,  among  organizations,  GRA’s 
staunchest  financial  supporter,  involved  in  what 
Knutson  terms  “an  ongoing  relationship.”  The  Van¬ 
guard  Foundation,  an  alternative  group  in  San 
Francisco,  has  begun  to  respond  financially  and  may 
also  develop  into  a  “working  partner.” 

GRA  has  received  some  flak  from  lesbian-feminists 
and  others  for  accepting  the  Playboy  Foundation  grant. 
Knutson  maintains  that  “in  no  way  does  the  source  of 
our  money  have  any  effect  over  what  we  do.”  No  group 
or  grant  “controls  or  directs  us.”  What  brings  GRA 
and  the  foundations  supporting  it  together,  asserts 
Knutson,  “is  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  part  of  the 
gay  liberation  movement  is  to  secure  equality  under  the 
law  and  to  convince  the  executive,  judicial  and  legisla¬ 
tive  branches  of  government  that  sexual  orientation  is 
irrelevant  and  an  improper  basis  on  which  to  base 
governmental  action.”  To  even  begin  to  accomplish 
that  requires  enormous  resources. 

Efforts  to  interest  other  foundations  have  yielded 
very  little.  Knutson  recounted  how  GRA  spent  a  full 
year  trying  to  obtain  grants  from  various  foundations. 
“In  many,  many  cases”  closeted  administrators  “were 
extremely  reluctant  or  absolutely  declined”  to 
recommend  a  donation  to  GRA  to  their  governing 
boards.  Staff  attorney  McCrary  points  out  that  the 
“primary,  ongoing  problem”  of  GRA  is  that  “we  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  strapped  for  funds.  .  .  none  of  us  can  devote 
the  time  required  for  public  relations  and  fund  raising.” 
McCrary  would  like  to  see  GRA  broaden  its  member¬ 
ship  base,  in  part  “to  keep  us  honest.”  Furthermore,  re¬ 
cruitment  would  “encourage  people”  to  find  what  level 
of  support  “is  comfortable  for  them.”  GRA  should 
“make  it  as  easy  as  possible”  for  people  to  “plug  into 
our  efforts.” 

Unfortunately  a  lot  of  people  “don’t  see  their 
rights  implicated”  in  the  GRA  docket.  Many  gays  see 
their  homosexuality  as  part  of  their  “private”  lives,  a 
“part”  which  is  no  one’s  business  but  their  own.  Others 
begrudge  further  advances  because  they  feel  that  “I  got 
there  without  it.” 

Networking 

Knutson  sees  GRA’s  goals  as  “radical”  and  its 
methods  as  “conservative.”  The  legal  efforts  of  the 
firm  “have  met  with  remarkable  reception,”  indicating 
that  the  bottom-line  is  that  “we’re  right,”  and  that  the 
judges  “recognize  this.” 

Until  recently,  cases  taken  on  by  GRA  were  accept¬ 
ed  on  an  ad  hoc  basis  “dictated  by  exigencies.”  Knutson, 
as  Director,  decided  which  cases  to  take.  However,  now 
that  GRA  has  received  national  and  even  international 
attention  it  has  had  “to  install  a  screening  process.” 
Law  students  interning  at  GRA  on  a  work-study  pro¬ 
gram  undertake  the  initial  study  of  litigation  requests. 


They  pass  on  those  favorably  screened  to  a  litigation 
committee  which  currently  consists  of  five  lawyers, 
three  of  whom  are  straight.  The  major  criterion  used  in 
the  impact  of  the  litigation:  It  must  have  an  effect  on 
gay  people  generally.  There  is  a  strong  emphasis  on  at¬ 
tacking  employment  discrimination  in  both  the  public 
and  private  sectors. 

Arrangements  with  cooperating  attorneys  vary 
considerably.  In  some  cases  GRA  consults  as  a  “senior  ' 
partner”:  It  reviews  what  is  being  done  and  offers  ad¬ 
vice  and  suggestions.  In  other  cases  —  like  the  Helm  Bill  1 
challenge  in  Oklahoma  —  GRA  prepares  all  the  argu-  ' 
ments  and  documents  and  the  local  counsel  only  perfuc- 
torily  appears  in  court. 

GRA  has  an  “agreement  in  principle”  with  the  E 
National  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  to  involve  NGTF  in 
amicus  curiae  (friend-of-the-court)  briefs  in  selected  gay 
rights  litigation.  Knutson  thinks  it  “ridiculous”  that  the 
gay  movement  has  not  had  a  litigation  arm.  “It  has  now 
been  demonstrated  that  it  [litigation]  works.”  NGTF  is 
prepared  to  “demonstrate  a  concern”  with  litigation 
and  make  it  more  of  a  priority. 

Knutson  views  cooperation  with  other  gay-identi¬ 
fied  lawyers  and  legal  organizations  as  problematical,  i 
He  doesn’t  see  the  problem  in  strictly  gay  terms,  but  , 
contends  that  lawyers  as  a  class  “are  particularly  dis-  \ 
inclined  to  cooperate  with  each  other.”  For  one  thing  j 
there  is  the  sticky  question  of  turf:  Lawyers  seem  to  feel  i 
a  strong  “territorial  imperative.”  Partly  for  this  reason 
Knutson  is  fairly  certain  that  gay  people  won’t  develop  a  I 
national  public-interest  law  firm  on  the  NAACP  Legal  i 
Defense  and  Education  Fund  model.  But  he  is  optimis¬ 
tic  about  the  emergence  of  some  kind  of  national-legal  1 
organization. 

Knutson  hopes  that  this  national  organization  can 
achieve  two  major  objectives:  (1)  the  exchange  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  the  development  of  a  national  litigation 
strategy  and  (2)  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  liti- 


GRA  LITIGATION  HIGHLIGHTS 

(Selected  from  the  1978  Annual  Report  and 
.  . .  into  the  courts, 

the  quarterly  newsletter  of  GRA) 

* 

Gay  Law  Students  v.  Pacific  Telephone  i 
and  Telegraph 

Over  five  years  ago,  a  complaint  was  filed 
against  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph  in  the 
Superior  Court  of  San  Francisco  and  in  Federal 
District  Court,  charging  that  the  utility  had  discrimin  J 
ated  against  gay  persons  in  its  hiring  and  termination 
policies.  GRA  took  over  the  case  this  spring,  and  or  ( 
May  31,  opinions  came  down  from  both  the  California  I 
Supreme  Court  and  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  ol  ] 
Appeals.  The  California  Court  ruled  that  gay  people  | 
constitute  a  protected  class  under  the  equal  protec  1 
tion  clause  of  the  state’s  constitution,  and  that  all 
employers  in  California  can  be  sued  for  firing  or 
refusing  to  hire  persons  due  to  their  open  homosex 
uality. 

However,  the  Ninth  Circuit  ruled  that  federal  civil 
rights  laws  give  no  protection  to  gays. 

GRA  will  represent  the  plaintiffs  in  the  upcom 
ing  state  class  action  trial. 

Texas  v.  Driskell  Bar  and  Grill 

On  July  10,  1979  GRA  helped  to  successfully 
resist  what  was  believed  to  be  the  first  judicial 
enforcement  of  a  municipal  gay  rights  ordinance 
GRA  Special  Counsel  Matt  Coles  assisted  the  City  of 
Austin  in  the  trial  of  the  Driskell  Bar  and  Grill  for  its 
refusal  to  permit  same-sex  dancing.  Both  the  jury 
selection  and  the  trial  process  itself  became  an 
experience  of  education  in  the  civil  rights  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

After  only  forty-five  minutes  of  deliberation,  the 
jury  returned  a  verdict  convicting  the  bar  of  violating 
the  ordinance.  This  precedent  will  be  extremely  use 
ful  as  a  signal  to  those  reluctant  to  extend  equal 
access  to  public  accommodations  regardless  of  sex 
ual  preference  that  they  must  adhere  to  anti 
discrimination  statutes. 
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gations  funds  to  those  places  where  they  are  most 
needed.  If  these  things  can  be  accomplished,  then  a 
national  gay  rights  law  firm  —  which  would  require 
“enormous  resources”  —  may  not  “even  be  needed.” 
If  “we  can  educate  and  inform  on  a  national  scale”  and 
provide  “adequate  funding”  on  the  basis  of  need,  local 
efforts  might  provide  the  answer. 

Knutson  and  GRA  envision  the  fledgling  National 
Education  Foundation  for  Individual  Rights  (NEFIR) 
as  the  best  way  to  bring  a  semblance  of  cooperation  and 
unity  into  the  gay  legal  field.  GRA  initiated  NEFIR 
together  with  four  other  lesbian  and  gay  legal  organiza¬ 
tions:  Lesbian  Rights  Project  (San  Francisco),  Texas 
Human  Rights  Foundation  (Houston),  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders  (Boston)  and  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  (New  York).  These  organizations  constitute  the 
beginnings  of  a  network. 

One  of  the  major  projects  of  NEFIR  is  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  national  gay  legal  resource  center.  Herz- 
stam,  who  co-ordinates  fundraising  and  bookkeeping  at 
GRA,  has  submitted  a  grant  proposal  on  behalf  of  GRA 
to  the  Playboy  Foundation  to  develop  such  a  center  in 
San  Francisco.  GRA  already  possesses  the  material  for 
such  a  center.  In  the  summer  of  1974  law  students  work¬ 
ing  under  the  direction  of  Knutson  began  to  develop  a 
“brief  bank”  and  to  gather  together  law  review  articles 
and  notes  on  homosexuality  and  gay  rights.  Utilizing 
West’s  Law  Finder  and  a  computer,  the  students  took 
such  words  as  homosexuality  and  “crimes  against  na¬ 
ture,”  and  proceeded  to  pull  out  the  relevant  citations. 
Over  1500  case  citations  were  printed  out.  Each  case 
when  then  read,  briefed  and  evaluated  according  to  its 
significance  and  categorization.  These  cases  were  in  turn 
reviewed  by  attorneys.  Next,  law  review  commentaries 
were  researched.  Finally,  every  case  and  commentary 
was  annotated.  A  bibliography  has  been  drafted,  edited 
twice,  and  updated  by  computer.  It  is  still  vitally  neces¬ 
sary  to  secure  the  services  of  a  librarian  to  make  the 
information  as  understandable  and  accessible  as  pos¬ 
sible. 


Hill  v.  Richmond 

On  his  arrival  at  SanFranciscoInternational  Airport 
on  June  13,  1979,  Londoner  Carl  Hill,  wearing  a  Gay 
Pride  button,  was  singled  out  from  the  crowd  of 
passengers  by  an  inspector  from  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS).  Arrested,  questioned 
and  detained,  Hill  was  ordered  to  undergo  psychiatric 
examination  to  determine  his  eligibility  for  entry. 

GRA  immediately  sought  and  won  a  temporary 
restraining  order  against  the  Public  Health  Service 
(the  examining  agency)  from  the  federal  district 
court. 

INS  lifted  its  order  that  Hill  submit  to  the  exam¬ 
ination  immediately  after  the  United  States  Surgeon 
General  (Julius  Richmond)  issued  a  directive  forbid¬ 
ding  certification  of  homosexual  aliens  as  exclud¬ 
able.  The  case  was  dismissed  as  “moot”  since  Hill 
“had  been  afforded  the  full  relief  to  which  he  would 
be  entitled.” 

In  Re  Martinez  and  Cruz 

The  same  afternoon  that  GRA  obtained  the  dis¬ 
missal  order  in  the  Hill  case,  and  while  the  national 
media  were  proclaiming  “Victory  for  Gay  Aliens,”  im¬ 
migration  inspectors  at  San  Francisco  International 
Airport  (again)  arrested  two  Mexican  nationals  sus¬ 
pected  of  being  gay. 

GRA  undertook  to  challenge  the  exclusion  order, 
anxious  for  a  federal  court  determination  of  the 
issues  involved  in  the  case:  Can  the  Public  Health 
Service  refuse  to  perform  examinations  ordered  by 
the  INS?  And,  can  the  INS  exclude  homosexual 
aliens  without  such  an  examination  and  certifica¬ 
tion? 

A  trial  was  scheduled,  but  on  the  day  before  it 
was  to  begin,  Leonel  Castillo,  Director  of  the  INS  (and 
recent  mayoral  candidate  in  Houston),  issued  a  terse 
directive  announcing  that  “until  the  legal  issues 
involved  have  been  resolved  by  Congress,”  all  per¬ 
sons  suspected  of  homosexuality  would  be  allowed 
to  enter;  all  medical  examinations  would  be  deferred. 

The  INS  admitted  Martinez  and  Cruz  into  the 
country,  deferred  their  "inspection,”  and  by  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  parties,  the  federal  court  action  was  dis¬ 
missed. 


The  Impact  of  GRA’s  Cases 

Knutson  contends  that  “no  substantial  movement 
for  social  change”  will  achieve  success  until  “its  claims 
have  been  legitimized  in  the  courts.”  Though  litigation 
is  “no  panacea,”  there  is  the  achievable  goal  of  putting 
and  end  “to  all  government  discrimination  and  govern¬ 
ment  support  of  discrimination”  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation.  Knutson  is  convinced  that  this  can  happen 
“in  very  short  order.”  However,  Knutson  feels  that 
“ingrained  homophobia”  in  bureaucracies  such  as 
Immigration  by  people  in  positions  of  power  who  are 
accustomed  to  “free  reign”  and  “doing  business  under 
a  rock”  will  require  much  more  than  just  a  “simple 
directive”  or  “executive  order”  to  change.  Activists 
must  prepare  to  “wrest  power  from  the  bureaucracy,”  a 
process  which  will  be  long  and  frustrating. 

However,  the  effect  of  litigation  can  be  seen  in  two 
of  GRA’s  recent  cases.  Last  spring,  Carl  Hill  was 
spotted  wearing  a  Gay  Pride  button  by  an  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  official  as  he  was  en¬ 
tering  the  United  States.  Hill  was  arrested  and  detained, 
(see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  48).  GRA  took  the  case.  Knutson 
is  still  “totally  blown  away”  by  the  gay  community’s 
unequivocal  position  —  demonstrated  by  an  outpouring 
of  concern  and  support  —  that  an  “injury  to  one  is  an 
injury  to  all.”  The  liberal  establishment  was  also  out¬ 
raged  at  Hill’s  predicament. 

In  the  Pacific  Telephone  case  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No. 
46),  the  California  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  coming 
out  is  a  political  act  and  therefore  protected  by  the 
statutes  and  the  constitution  of  the  state  of  California. 
Knutson  considers  the  case  the  “most  important  gay 
rights  case  decided  by  a  court  of  last  resort  in  this 
country.”  And  hopefully,  the  benefits  from  this  case 
can  be  exported  to  other  states.  Pacific  Telephone  will 
not  appeal  this  decision  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Knutson,  the  Supreme  Court  would  have 


The  Briggs  Initiative 

GRA  attorneys  were  involved  since  August,  1977 
in  the  legal  attack  on  California’s  “Proposition  6,” 
which,  if  it  had  passed,  would  have  mandated  dismis¬ 
sal  of  gay  and  pro-gay  teachers.  GRA’s  suit,  Goldman 
v.  Younger,  forced  proponents  of  Prop.  6  to  withdraw 
the  Initiative  from  the  June,  1978  ballot.  When  signa¬ 
tures  qualifying  the  same  Initiative  for  the  November 
ballot  were  filed,  GRA  lawyers  filed  a  challenge  in  the 
California  Supreme  Court. 

Although  the  Court  denied  the  petition,  the  con¬ 
stitutional  issues  raised  were  widely  quoted 
throughout  the  “No  on  6”  campaign.  Prop.  6  was  of 
course  defeated  at  the  polls,  obviating  the  need  to 
file  a  second  challenge,  which  GRA  had  prepared 
with  the  assistance  of  the  ACLU. 

Moe  v.  Oklahoma  Board  of  Education 

On  August  31,  1979  GRA  filed  suit  in  the  federal 
court  system  seeking  a  declaration  of  unconstitu¬ 
tionality  against  the  Helm  Bill,  Oklahoma’s  Briggs 
Initiative-become-law  (in  Spring,  1978:  See  GCN  Vol. 
6,  No.  49).  GRA  proceeded  to  pursue  an  injunction 
against  enforcement. 

In  late  October,  the  presiding  judge  denied  the 
state’s  motion  to  dismiss  the  case  on  several 
grounds,  including  that  the  complaint  was  filed  in  the 
name  of  anonymous  plaintiffs  and  the  supposed 
absence  of  an  actual  “controversy.” 

Gay  Student  Recognition 

Texas  A&M  and  the  University  of  Oklahoma  have 
refused  to  grant  recognition  to  campus  gay  student 
groups.  GRA,  representing  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  has  filed  amicus  curiae  (friend-of-the-court) 
briefs  on  the  gay  students’  behalf.  Decisions  in  both 
of  these  cases  on  appeal  are  expected  shortly. 


been  unable  to  “overturn  one  hundred  years  of  consti¬ 
tutional  law”  by  holding  that  the  state  of  California  “is 
not  free  to  protect  its  gay  citizens.” 

GRA,  generally,  is  more  that  eager  to  press  appeals 
of  unfavorable  rulings  all  the  way  up  to  the  highest 
court  in  the  land.  For,  as  Knutson  says,  “if  you  don’t 
go,  you  lose  automatically.”  Knutson  takes  great  plea¬ 
sure  in  being  able  “to  walk  into  court  and  ‘lambaste’ 
them”  —  and  then  winning  the  case  in  the  bargain. 

Knutson,  like  most  of  the  staff,  involves  himself  in 
numerous  speaking  engagements  and  writing  and  re¬ 
search  projects.  The  Haworth  Press  will  publish,  as  part 
of  its  Research  on  Homosexuality  monograph  series, 
Homosexuality  and  the  Law,  edited  by  Knutson.  He 
also  contributes  legal  analysis  to  the  Advocate.  These 
activities  are  not  only  personally  fulfilling,  they  are  pro¬ 
fessionally  necessary.  Declaring  it  “assinine”  to  think 
one  can  accomplish  everything  “in  the  vacuum  of  a 
courtroom,”  Knutson  cites  the  Hill  cases  as  a  parti¬ 
cularly  successful  instance  of  utilizing  a  combination  of 
pressures  on  the  courts,  the  public,  the  media,  and  the 
politicians  “to  persuade  bureaucrats  to  do  the  right 
thing.” 

Gay  Rights  Ordinances 

Another  avenue  of  change  explored  in  great  depth 
by  GRA  is  the  “ordinance  work”  undertaken  by  Matt 
Coles,  although  Coles  is  no  longer  officially  a  part  of 
the  law  firm.  Coles  is  responsible  for  drafting  the  gay 
rights  ordinances  passed  in  the  cities  of  San  Francisco, 
Berkeley,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Jose,  and  the  county  of 
Santa  Clara. 

Coles  suggests  it  is  important  to  look  at  gay  rights 
ordinances  “as  part  of  a  total  picture.”  Enactment  of 
ordinances  or  civil  rights  laws  “don’t  do  much  by  them¬ 
selves.”  Even  a  vigorously  enforced  statute  is  limited  in 
its  effect:  “Its  ability  to  restructure  society  is  not  very 
great.”  For  Coles,  the  real  importance  of  ordinances 
lies  in  their  tactical  use  by  the  movement  to  “change 
peoples’  minds  and  educate  the  public.” 

The  process  of  getting  an  ordinance  passed  is  highly 
educational  for  the  community.  One  is  able  “to  reach  a 
decent  body  of  community  citizens.”  Gaining  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  legislative  branch  of  government  is  a 
“powerful  imprimatur”  and  “further  legitimizes”  the 
claims  of  the  gay  movement.  Passages  of  an  ordinance 
“make  gay  people  feel  better,  braver,  and  a  little  less 
worried.”  As  far  as  straights  are  concerned,  an  ordi¬ 
nance  discourages  discrimination,  forcing  employers 
and  supervisors  to  “at  least  think  twice”  before  taking 
discriminatory  action.  However,  to  Coles,  the  courts  are 
institutionally  incapable  of  achieving  a  broad  enough 
perspective  to  bring  about  the  social  changes  that  could 
be  made  possible  from  their  decisions. 

California’s  major  gay  rights  ordinances  are  the 
“nearest  thing  to  children”  Coles  has.  Each  ordinance 
is  different  and  Coles  sees  a  steady  progression  from  the 
San  Francisco  to  the  Santa  Clara  ordinances  in  terms  of 
brevity,  comprehensiveness,  and  enforceability.  The 
differences  were  more  than  simple  improvements.  Coles 
explains  that  different  regulations  in  each  locale  might 
prod  such  employer  giants  as  the  Bank  of  America, 
Pacific  Telephone,  and  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  to  take 
their  case  to  Sacramento  for  the  enactment  of  a  uniform 
anti-discrimination  measure. 

Referenda  are  scheduled  for  the  spring  in  San  Jose 
and  Santa  Clara.  What  happens  if  the  ordinances  are  re¬ 
pealed?  “Legally  we  will  be  in  the  same  place.”  But  a 
long  election  campaign  will  result  in  a  much  stronger 
movement  regardless  of  the  outcome  because  it  would 
provide  a  framework  for  gay  people  to  come  out  and  de¬ 
clare  themselves.  The  lawyer-activist  strongly  feels  that 
the  damage  a  defeat  might  inflict  on  the  community 
does  not  outweigh  the  good  that  a  campaign  produces. 

Because  of  the  gay  movement’s  success,  both  legal¬ 
ly  and  politically,  in  California,  Coles  thinks  it 
important  to  take  advantage  of  the  “voguish  revival”  of 
the  State  Constitution,  and  to  insulate  pro-gay  decisions 
from  any  conservative  intervention  by  higher  author¬ 
ities.  One  of  the  advantages  of  still  having  a  “federal 
system”  is  [this  progressivism  on  a  local/state  level]. 
When  enough  “liberated  zones”  have  been  established, 
then  the  movement  will  be  in  a  position  to  go  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  with  the  expectation  of  more  than  just  a 
polite  hearing. 

Conclusion 

We,  as  a  community,  are  very  fortunate  that  GRA 
exists.  It  is  there  when  and  where  we  need  it.  And  with 
community  support,  that  will  hopefully  remain  true  for 
some  time  to  come. 

For  further  information  on  the  activities  of  GRA, 
becoming  a  member  or  making  a  donation,  write  to  540 
Castro  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  or  call  (415) 
863-3624. 


tws,  March  8, 1980 


Page  9 


Page  10  •  Gay  Community  News,  March  8,  1980 


mew- 

m/uiD 


Dr.  LARRY  SILBERT 
Dr.  HENRY  BOGEN 

Optometrists 


PC. 


t  cm 

GOT  YOUR 


SET  ON  CONTACTS? 

THEN  GET  YOUR  EYES  DOWN 
TO  NEW  ENGLAND  EYE  CARE 


205  HARVARD  AVENUE 
ALLSTON,  MA  02134 
232-0222 


$59 


NEXT  TO  KEN’S  PUB  Professional  tees  not  included 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANApu  GRAPHICS 


Phototypsetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK 

"Catching  Up" 
and 

"Truck  It" 


"High  Riders" 
and 

'On  the  Streets'1 


Boston's  Best  Att  Mate  Show! 


"GAY  ATHEIST  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICA 
may  well  be  the  fastest  growing  gay 
group  concerned  with  the  issue  of 

religion  in  America  today  ADVOCATE,  |jn.l<>.  1980 

IF  YOU  BELIEVE  organized  religion  is  the  greatest 
enemy  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  write  for  free  copy 
of  GALA  Review  to: 

GALA,  P.O.BOX  14142,  SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94114 


John  P.  Ward 


Attorney  at  I>aw 

Relationship  Contracts 
Wills 

Incorporations 
Corporate  Matters 


Immigration 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Estate  Planning 


2  Park  Square* Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*  617-426-2020 


617/536-3111 

Natural  body  care  products  for  face,  hair,  and  skin  for  men  and  women. 

special  offer  on  Avocado  hand  cream 
50%  off 


$i*e  reg.  sale 

price  price 

2  oz.  2.00  1.00 

4  oz  3.50  1.75 

8  oz.  6.00  3.00 


Stop  in,  telephone,  or  send  for  a  free  mail  order  brochure 

78  Dartmouth  St.  (near  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116 


Theater 


Honest,  But  Incomplete 


Gemini. 

By  A  Ibert  Innaurato. 

Directed  by  Peter  Mark  Sehifter. 

A  t  the  Charles  Playhouse. 

With  Jeff  Gerrard,  Laurel  Cronin 
and  Christopher  James  Wright. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
When  Gemini  begins  you  have 
the  feeling  that  it  is  going  to  be 
about  class  conflicts.  Francis 
Geminiani,  a  slightly  overweight, 
opera  loving,  Harvard  scholarship 
student,  is  home  in  his  South 
Philadelphia  working  class 
tenament  for  the  summer.  As  the 
garbage  men  knock  the  cans 
around  at  six  in  the  morning  he  re¬ 
taliates  by  blaring  Tristan  und 
Isolde  from  his  second  story  bed¬ 
room  window.  Soon  the  neighbors 
are  shouting  and  once  everything  i 
calms  down,  two  elegant  WASPs 
( very  Connecticut)  creep  over  the 
fence  and  begin  pitching  a  tent  in 
Francis’  backyard. 

Judith  Hastings  and  her  brother 
Randy  are  Harvard  classmates 


who  have  decided  to  surprise 
Francis  on  his  twenty-first  birth¬ 
day.  Francis,  however,  is  not  keen 
on  the  idea  and  wants  them  to 
leave  as  soon  as  possible.  It  turns 
out  it  is  not  his  background  that 
Francis  is  ashamed  of  —  he  just 
wanted  some  time  away  from  his 
friends.  He  was  having  an  affair 
with  Judith,  while  falling  in  love 
with  her  brother. 

Gemini  wants  to  take  on  both 
these  topics  —  class  and  sex  — 
and  is,  to  varying  degrees,  success¬ 
ful.  Part  of  the  problem  is  that 
there  are  two  separate  plays  here, 
not  just  themes,  but  styles,  that 
are  so  cleverly  intertwined  that 
they  are  almost  inseparable.  How¬ 
ever,  rather  than  forming  a 
unified  whole,  the  two  themes  are 
somewhat  at  odds  with  one 
another. 

The  first  play  is  a  good  natured, 
well  wrought,  ethnic  comedy,  a 
sort  of  Abie’s  Irish  Rose  turned 
inside  out.  Francis’  father,  easy¬ 
going  Fran,  and  his  girlfriend  (one 


is  never  really  sure  that  they  are 
lovers)  Lucille  are  eager  to  please 
Francis’  friends  from  college. 
Next  door  neighbor  Bunny  Wein- 
burger,  a  faded,  vulgar  mouthed 
beauty,  has  an  eye  for  the  young, 
attractive  Randy.  Her  son, 
Herschel,  although  brilliant,  has  a 
mania  for  public  transportation. 
He  wants  to  show  Randy  his 
transfer  slip  collection  and  take 
him  to  the  trolley  graveyard. 

The  Philadelphia  natives  are  all 
lovable,  funny,  and  charming 
while  the  visiting  brother  and 
sister  become  more  and  more  self- 
involved  petite  monsters.  Judith  is 
a  nightmare  version  of  Katherine 
Hepburn,  all  Bryn  Mawr  and 
fangs;  Randy  is  the  all  American 
boy,  vicious  cock-tease,  and  in¬ 
fantile.  Most  of  the  jokes  revolve 
around  the  confrontations 
between  the  nice  and  the  rude. 
This  is  standard  fare:  the  rich  are 
easily  made  fun  of.  Even 
Hepburn,  in  her  best  roles,  made 
Continued  on  Page  12 


SUSAN  SAVELL 

Lesbian  Feminist  Songwriter  &  Singer 

IN  CONCERT 

Benefit  for  the  1980  Integrity  International  Convention 
(to  be  held  in  Boston  August  21-24) 

Saturday,  March  15th,  5  p.m. 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.,  Boston 

Sunday,  March  16th,  3  p.m. 

Washburn  Auditorium 

Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St.  Cambridge 
(Red  Line  to  Harvard) 

Limited  free  child  care  ....  723-3972 

$5.00  donation 

Tickets  Available:  Glad  Day  Book  Shop 

22  Bromfield  St.  —  2nd  floor,  Boston 

Somewhere 

295  Franklin  St.,  Boston 
New  Words 

186  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge 

By  Mail:  Saveli  Concert 
c/o  Integrity 
P.O.  Box  2582 
Boston,  MA  02208 

(Make  checks  payable  to:  Integrity  Convention) 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CALL  723-3972 
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Theater 


Let  My  People  Come  by  Earl 
Wilson  Jr.  Boston  Repertory 
Theatre,  One  Boylston  Place, 
Boston. 

By  Nancy  Walker 

Pro-love,  pro-life,  pro-sex,  Let 
My  People  Come  ( LMPC)  is  a 
missionary  celebration  of  tabooed 
activities  —  at  least  activities 
taboo  for  the  “legitimate”  stage. 
But  they  shouldn’t  be  taboo. 
LMPC  is  a  mind-opener  as  well  as 
an  eye-opener.  It  is  a  review  more 
than  anything  else.  Though  it  bills 
itself  as  a  “sexual  musical  come¬ 
dy,”  it  lacks  the  cohesive  plot  of  a 
musical,  but  let  me  tell  you, 
Louise,  it  definitely  has  a  central 
theme,  and  that  is  freedom  —  the 
freedom  to  be  sexual  in  any  way 
that  is  meaningful  or  pleasant  to 
you  (“Whatever  Turns  You  On” 
is  a  little  masquerade  ball  with 
fantasies  for  everyone),  and,  by 
extension,  the  freedom  to  be  who 
you  are  and  what  you  are  without 
condemnation  or  penalty. 

Divided  into  two  acts  of  1 1  and 
nine  numbers  respectively,  LMPC 
exhibits  the  Terpsichorean  talents 
of  eight  charming  young  people, 
three  men  and  five  women,  all  of 
whom  perform  very  well.  The 
dancing  is  not  exceptional  but 
some  of  the  singing,  particularly 
John  Grimsley’s  in  “Giving 
Life,”  “I’m  Gay,”  and  “Take  Me 
Home  with  You”  is  outstanding. 

I  was  impressed  with  the  light¬ 
heartedness  of  most  of  the  num¬ 
bers,  especially  “Fellatio  101,” 
where  a  class  of  young  women  is 
being  taught  the  fine  art  of  “giv¬ 
ing  head,”  using  bananas  as  sub¬ 
stitutes  for  the  genuine  article.  A 
faggot,  of  course,  comes  along 
and  steals  the  show  with  his  super¬ 
ior  technique. 

Several  of  the  pieces  are  unex¬ 
pectedly  touching.  “Giving  Life,” 
sung  by  John  Grimsley  and  Julie 
Ridge,  speaks  of  sex  in  the  context 
of  genuine  love  and  commitment 
where,  if  a  child  should  be  the 
result  of  sex,  it  would  be  loved 
and  cherished  by  both  parents  for 
being  the  outcome  of  their  pas¬ 
sion.  The  three  gay  songs,  “I’m 
Gay,”  “Take  Me  Home  with 
You,”  and  “And  She  Loved 
Me,”  are  sung  tenderly  and  have 
extraordinary  lyrics.  The  first  two 
are  sung  by  Tom  Pieczara  and 
John  Grimsley,  and  the  third  is 
sung  by  Lynn  Velez  and  Julie 
Ridge,  while  Gloria  Goodman  and 
Vikki  Hildebrandt  dance  out  the 
words  in  movements  that  are 
always  appropriate  and  express¬ 
ive,  but  never  in  any  way  “lewd.” 
In  fact,  nothing  in  the  entire  pro¬ 
duction  is  anything  but  either  fun¬ 
ny  or  tender,  except  for  one 
sequence  in  “The  Show  Business 
Nobody  Knows,”  which  bur¬ 
lesques  the  making  of  a  porno 
flick.  The  totql  dehumanization 
necessary  to  such  a  venture  is  bla¬ 
tantly  set  forth,  and  it  bothered 
me.  I  spoke  to  Dan  Carson  who 
played  the  star  (“Champ”)  in  that 
skit,  and  he  said  that  he  was  hav¬ 
ing  trouble  with  that  part  in 
Boston.  He  couldn’t  get  a  laugh 
on  the  line  where  he  says,  when 
he’s  asked  to  use  a  substitute  for 
the  original  “leading  lady”  that 
he  won’t  “fuck  it”,  the  it  being 
the  new  receiver  of  his  wares.  It 
objectifies,  but  so  does  porno  and 
that  was  the  point. 

LMPC  makes  many  points.  It 
deals  with  sex  in  all  its  aspects, 
most  of  them  positive.  Occasion¬ 
ally,  some  of  its  negative  ele¬ 
ments,  like  objectification  and 
male  chauvinism,  are  held  up  to 
ridicule. 

For  the  most  part  LMPC  is  just 
plain  good  unadorned  fun.  The 
music  is  bright  and  lively,  though 
not  brlliant.  The  voices  are  fine. 

What  intrigued  me  most  was 


that  before  the  show  began,  the 
performers  mingled  with  the  audi¬ 
ence,  making  us  feel  more  at  ease. 
They  came  back  to  us  during  the 
intermission,  and,  finally,  when 
the  musical  was  over,  they 
remained  on  the  stage,  some  of 
them  totally  naked,  talking  with 
us  as  if  they  were  at  a  cocktail 
party. 

The  Boston  Repertory  Theatre 
is  a  very  small,  intimate  place  with 
a  three-quarter  thrust  stage,  so  the 
entire  production  is  done  in  the 
lap  of  the  audience,  so  to  speak. 
There  is  no  convenient  and  auto¬ 
matic  distance  between  the  actors 
and  the  viewers  as  there  is  in  a 
proscenium  stage  theatre  where 
the  separation  is  complete  at  all 
times  and  the  curtain  drops  when 
the  show  is  over,  allowing  the 
actors  to  disappear  backstage.  At 
the  Rep,  from  start  to  finish, 
everything  is  exposed. 

I  had  gone  to  the  show  wonder¬ 
ing  how  ill  at  ease  the  performers 
would  be.  They  amazed  and  in¬ 
structed  me  by  their  naturalness 
and  apparent  lack  of  discomfort 
or  embarrassment.  They  were 
friendly  and  enchanting.  Their 
“off-stage”  behavior  did  not 
seem  discontinuous  with  what 
they  were  doing  on  stage.  The  cast 
of  LMPC  is  a  group  of  individuals 
with  very  healthy  attitudes 
towards  sex  and  people.  They  let  it 
all  hang  out,  and  they  teach  us  by 
their  courage  that  we,  as  gays, 
ought  to  examine  some  of  our 
assumptions.  We  give  lip  service 
to  the  idea  that  sex  is  wonderful, 
but  do  we  really  believe  it?  We  say 
that  the  human  body  is  beautiful, 
but  do  we  think  it  should  be 
revealed  in  public? 

The  mainstream  media,  I  hear, 
panned  this  production  rather 
severely.  The  reasons  are  obvious 
and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  of  the  musical,  but  rather 
with  the  emotional  make-up  of  the 
reviewers.  Straight  men,  in 
bondage  to  this  warped  society’s 
rigid  code,  would  naturally  be 
made  very  uncomfortable  by  see¬ 
ing  nude  men  singing  and  dancing 
in  a  sexual  celebration.  When 
people  are  naked,  they  are  truly 
vulnerable.  Reviewers  could  not 
bear  to  think  of  themselves  being 
without  buttons  and  zippers  to 
protect  them  from  the  world. 
Since  imagining  themselves  in  the 
actors’  places  was  repugnant  to 
them,  they  dreamt  up  rationali¬ 
zations  for  their  negative 
judgements,  but  it’s  just  another 
silly  “morality”  issue.  I’d  pan  the 
show  too,  if  it  were  either  boring 
or  badly  done,  but  that  is  simply 
not  the  case. 

I  loved  the  show.  I  was  touched 
and  amused,  and  I  was  made  to 
remember  very  forcefully  that  it  is 
not  so  much  any  particular  action 
or  word  that  matters  (“Dirty 
Words”  is  a  marvellous  language 
lesson  that  shows  how  silly  our 
prejudice  is  against  certain  “four 
letter  words”),  but  the  context  in 
which  it  is  found,  and  the  attitude 
with  which  it  is  interpreted. 

Let  My  People  Come  is  not  a 
“dirty”  show.  Maybe  that  will 
turn  some  of  you  away.  But  the 
Rep  is  right  near  the  Combat  Zone 
where  there  are  plenty  of  strip 
shows,  if  that’s  your  bag.  The 
actors  tell  me  that  strippers  come 
in  and  love  the  show.  But  I  don’t 
think  they  are  coming  to  take  les¬ 
sons  on  how  to  take  it  off.  The 
major  difference  between  art  and 
porno  is  that  porno  has  a  leer 
about  it  that  is  absent  from  art. 

Anyone  really  uptight  about 
sex,  or  any  gay  person  who  is 
turned  off  by  the  sight  of  the 
opposite  sex,  might  not  want  to 
see  LMPC,  but  for  everyone  else, 
it  should  be  a  delightful  and  liber¬ 
ating  experience. 


THE  NATIONAL  TOURING  COMPANY 
EARL  WILSON  JR’S 

GRAMMY  AWARD  WINNING  HIT  BROADWAY  MUSICAL! 
“IT’S  A  SMASH”  Rex  Reed 


let  mu  people 


ci  sexual  musical 


BOX  OFFICE  OPENS  AT  10AM  DAILY 
TUES.,  WED.,  THURS.,  8PM,  SUN.,  3PM-$9.50  &  $8.50 
FRIDAY  &  SATURDAY,  7:30  &  10PM-$10.50  &  $9.50 
STUDENT  RUSH  TICKETS-$6.00 

THE  BOSTON  REP 

1  BOYLSTON  PLACE,  BOSTON 

For  info  &  Tel.  charges,  VISA,  M.C.  call  (617)  423-6580 


appearing  in 
GERTRUDE  STEIN 
in  New  York: 

Friday,  March  7th  8pm 
Hunter  College  Playhouse 
695  Park  Avenue  (at  68th  St.) 

Sponsored  by  Lesbians  Rising  & 

Gay  Men’s  Alliance  of  Hunter  College. 

Ticket  outlets: 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop 
15  Christopher  Street 
Greenwich  Village 

Djuna  Books 
154  West  10th  Street 

Woman  books 
201  West  92nd  Street 

Women’s  Works 
181  Seventh  Avenue 
Park  Slope,  Brooklyn 

Tickets  are  $4.50  in  advance,  $5.00  at  the  door. 

Or  through  the  mail:  Pat  Bond/GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108.  For  more  information  call:  (617)  426-4469. 


Bond 


featured  in  the  film 


W'ord  is  o  u j 


a  benefit  for 

the  Gay  Community  News 

appearing  in 
CONVERSATIONS 

in  Boston: 

Saturday,  March  8th  8pm 
The  Modern  Theatre 
523  Washington  St. 

Ticket  outlets: 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop 
22  Bromfield  Street 

New  Words 

186  Hampshire  Street 

Cambridge 

Somewhere 

295  Franklin  Street 

Bostix 

Faneuil  Ilall 

Out  of  Town  Tickets 
Harvard  Square 

Theatreeharge  426-8181 
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- BUTTONS!  BUTTONS!  BUTTONS! - 

_ Lambda _ Double  Woman's  Symbol _ Double  Man's  Symbol _ How  Dare  You  Presume  I’m  Straight 

_ Pink  Triangle _ Dyke _ Anita  Bryant  Sucks  Oranges _ Different  But  Equal _ Question  Authority 

_ I  Own  My  Body  But  I  Share  _ Mother  Nature  Is  A  Lesbian  _ I  Like  Older  Women 

_ I  Like  Older  Men  _ Woman  Power  _ Liberated  Women  Are  More  Fun 

_ Liberated  Men  Are  More  Fun  _ God  Is  Coming  And  She  Is  Pissed 

BUTTONS— 50<  each— Minimum  Order  $1.50  plus  10%  postage 

Free  Button  List:  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 

FREEDOM  CRAFT  CENTER,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116  •  261-8280 


Escape  to 
Adventure 

FOLD  &  STUFF 
AT  GCN  ON 
FRIDAY  NIGHTS 
FROM  5  PM  ON 


Academy  Award  Nominee 


BEST 

FOREIGN  FILM 

J 

“ONE  OF  THE  YEAR’S  MOST 
DISTINGUISHED  FILMS! 

A  BEAUTIFUL  AND 
IMPORTANT  WORK.”  -Re*  fed 


“FRANCO  BRUSATI  HAS  GONE  FAR  BEYOND 
‘BREAD  AND  CHOCOLATE’!  A  LOVELY  AND 
LYRICAL  FILM.”  —Judith  Crist 


“A  haunting,  delicate,  complex  film  with  excellent 
performances.”— William  Wolf,  Cue  New  York 


“TO  FORGET  VENICE’  PROBES  SECRET,  SENSITIVE 
HOLLOWS  OF  THE  HEART,  THE  LIBIDO  AND  IT  IS 
ALWAYS  FASCINATING.”— Leo  Lerman,  Vogue 


“BRUSATI  QUITE  SURPASSES  HIS  EARLIER  WORK 
IN  THE  POPULAR  ‘BREAD  AND  CHOCOLATE’  The 
performances  are  splendid  in  a  film  of  insight  and 
intelligence.”— David  Sterritt,  Christian  Science  Monitor 


Franco  Brusati’s  _ 

JTl§r)  ^Fbiget  | /enice 

Rizzoli  film  presents  To  Forget  Venice'  starring  Erland  Josephson.  Mariangela  Melato. 
Eleonora  Giorgi.  David  Pontremoli.  Fred  Personne.  Anne  Caudty.  Armando  Brancia. 
and  with  Hella  Petri  Directed  by  Franco  Brusati  Screenplay  by  Franco  Brusati  and  Jaja  Fiastri 

©  1980  A  Quirtat  /  Films  Incorporated  Release 


A  touching,  poignant,  and  startling  film  of  a  successful  businessman  (Erland  Josephson)  who  returns  to  his  childhood 
home  outside  Venice  with  his  young  male  lover  to  visit  his  "aunt,"  a  vivacious,  but  aging  opera  singer,  her  niece 
(Mariangela  Melato),  and  her  niece's  female  lover.  Together  as  a  "family"  they  try  to  maintain  the  illusion  that  they 
will  remain  young  forever  as  they  "recapture"  the  innocence  and  joy  of  their  childhoods. 


N.E.  PREMIERE 

STARTS  FRIDAY 


1:45,  3:50,  6:05, 
8:15,  10:15 


©rson  Welles 

1001  Mass  Ave  Cambridge  068-3600 


Theater 

Continued  from  Page  10 
fun  of  her  own  characters’  up¬ 
bringings. 

What  is  nice  about  Gemini  is 
the  compassion  and  tenderness 
that  comes  through  an  essentially 
flashy  script.  This  is  a  traditional 
sort  of  play  (despite  the  language 
and  sexual  goings-on)  and  each  of 
the  characters  have  a  chance  to  tell 
their  stories.  Bunny’s  tale  of  being 
a  young  woman  playing  Sadie 
Thompson  in  Rain  at  the  local 
community  playhouse  is  a  little 
gem  of  writing;  it  carries  us  to  the 
edge  of  pathos,  yet  remains  firmly 
rooted  in  the  script,  character  and 
tone.  The  characters  are  real;  they 
can  be  imagined  in  a  world  outside 
of  the  play. 

Unlike  other  “street”  or 
“ethnic”  plays  ( Most  Happy 
Fella;  Street  Scene)  the  laughs  and 
feeling  here  are  not  condescend¬ 
ing;  the  characters  are  likeable  for 
themselves,  without  apology  or  in¬ 
flated  glory.  Innaurato  likes  these 
people,  feels  comfortable  with 
them,  and  wants  us  to  like  them 
too.  In  fact  they  are  so  nice  that 
because  they  like  Randy  and 
Judith,  we  begin  to  warm  up  a  bit 
to  them,  too. 

The  second  play  here  is  about 
sexual  identity.  While  the  class 
conflict  play  was  rooted  in  thirties 
Odets  or  perhaps  a  Frank  Capra 
film,  this  play  is  pure  sixties.  The 
major  question,  “Is  Francis 
straight  or  gay?”  seems  not  out  of 
place  with  the  other  material  (in 
fact,  it  might  have  worked  in  quite 
well  with  it)  but  rather  with  the 
tenor  of  the  late  seventies.  Mart 
Crowley  said  that  he  wrote  The 
Boys  in  the  Band  because  every 
other  gay  play  to  that  point  had  its 
lead  character  announce  his  pre¬ 
ference  at  the  first  act  curtain 
denoument.  That  is  precisely 
where  Francis  announces  it  here. 
It’s  as  though,  for  a  second,  the 
cast  of  Tea  and  Sympathy  had 
wandered  onto  the  wrong  stage. 
Of  course,  Innaurato  knows  this, 
and  the  announcement  is  to  be 
taken  as  playing  with  convention 
as  well  as  with  dramatic 
movement.  However,  it  doesn’t 
quite  work. 

There  are  two  problems.  The 
first  is  that  Randy  and  Judith  are 
not  very  likeable.  In  order  to  bol¬ 
ster  the  charm  and  reality  of  the 


ethnic  characters,  Innaurato  has 
subverted  the  sexual  intrigue  be¬ 
tween  them  and  Francis.  He  tries 
to  make  it  up:  both  have  fairly 
good  speeches  about  how  they 
feel.  However,  there  is  always  a 
lingering  doubt:  what  is  the  attrac¬ 
tion  here?  It’s  explained  to  us  psy¬ 
chologically  (Judith  is  very  good 
at  analyzing,  a  character  trait  that 
is  used  a  little  too  much  to  tell  us 
instead  of  show  us  how  things 
are),  but  we  never  really  feel  it. 

The  other  problem  is  that 
Francis  is  supposed  to  be  truly 
confused  about  his  sexual 
identity;  he  tells  us  so  again  and 
again.  The  way  the  character  is 
written  and  played  there  is  little 
doubt  that  he  is  gay.  Who  else  but 
a  queen  would  argue  about  which 
recordings  Maria  Callas  wobbles 
on?  I  think  that  any  gay  person 
watching  the  play  would  presume 
Francis’  gayness;  straight 
audiences,  however,  may  well  pre¬ 
sume  just  the  opposite. 

While  these  two  problems  con¬ 
fuse  the  second  act,  a  final  confu¬ 
sion  comes  when  Innaurato  avoids 
the  crisis  he  has  been  leading  up  to 
the  climax  is  avoided.  The  play  is 
about  Francis  becoming  his  own 
person,  turning  twenty-one.  Some 
decision  has  to  be  made.  Even  if 
he  were  to  decide  he  is  straight 
(not  very  likely,  but  a  decision, 
nevertheless)  it  would  have  been 
more  dramatically  satisfying  than 
no  decision  at  all.  All  that  sixties 
angst  and  we  don’t  even  get 
through  to  the  seventies. 

Francis’  decision  is  a  hard  one, 
certainly  worthy  of  dramatic  pon¬ 
dering.  And  Innaurato  presents 
the  problem  squarely.  We  can  feel 
for  Francis.  Perhaps  the  play  is 
more  moving  for  a  gay  audience, 
who  have  experienced  his  plight, 
even  though  the  situation  is  more 
spoken  about,  than  shown.  But 
avoidance  leaves  us  dissatisfied.  I 
don’t  know  if  the  ending  is  a  cop 
out,  to  appease  straight  audiences, 
but  whatever  it  is,  it  doesn’t 
work. 

This  is  unfortunate  since  the 
rest  of  the  play  is  so  good,  and  it  is 
nice  to  see  a  coming  out  struggle 
presented  honestly;  this  is  honest, 
it’s  just  incomplete. 

The  cast  at  the  Charles  is  almost 
perfect.  And  even  with  its  faulty 
ending  Gemini  is  interesting.  Not 
everything  can  be  perfect,  but 
Gemini  is  real  good. 


Jazz  Supper  Club 
3  Appleton  St. 
Boston,  MA 
423-3652 


Wednesday 
March  5th  -  8th 


The  Incomparable 

B€TTV 

CRATER 


SKIN  PROBLEMS?? 

We  will  correct 

•  Oily  •  Scars 

•  Dry  •  Flabbiness 

•  Acne  •  Stretch  Marks 

•  Aging  •  Dehydration 

Open  9:30  a.m.  -  9:00  p.rri.  Mon.  -  Sat. 

about  face 

739  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA 
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GREEN  LEAF 
FLORISTS 


SOT  Jl  ST  4  PI. AST  STORE 


Flowers  Wired 

TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END.  BOSTON 


GAY  HEALTH  LESBIAN 


ssstffjs!!-; r  1 
■SSgstfi 

,  con*ress’on“|  reroains  'l,ed^I«»/«n 
L  bomosr«^rtm 


:  City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 

Name _ 

Account  No _ 

Expiration  Date  _ 

1  Signature  _ ! _ 

!  □  VISA  □  MASTERCHARGE 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  “GCN”.  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN. 

STAY  IN  TOUCH 
WITH  YOUR  COMMUNITY 


Enclose  SAS.E. 


Subscription^ 

Newsstand 

Price 

Price 

□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$47.00 

$75.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

$33.50 

$50.00 

□  1  year  (  50  issues) 

$17.50 

$25.00 

□  25  weeks 

$10.00 

$12.50 

□  12  weeks 

$5.00 

$6.00 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  USA.  Add  20%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED  IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE  CONSIDERED 
DONATIONS,  WHICH  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED. 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 


Allegro  Productions  Presents 

mEG 

CHRISTIM 

AND 


MflXIN€  FCLDMflN 

uuith  guest  appearance  by 

J.T.  Thomas 


Tickets  Available  February  23: 


Glad  Day  Bookshop:  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  542-0144 
Women’s  Emporium:  53  River  St.,  Cambridge  661-2059 
New  Words:  1 86  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge 
Women’s  Bookstore:  1087  Main  St.,  Worcester  791-5127 
Womonfyre  Books:  68  Masonic  Street,  Northampton  586-6445 
Mail  Order:  Allegro  Productions,  267  Allston  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 
(Orders  received  after  March  3  will  be  held  at  the  door) 


COMMUNITY 


WEDNESDAY 
MARCH  12 

Sanders  Theater, 
Harvard  University 
8:30  PM  SHARP 
Tickets  $6.00 

Sponsored  by  Black  Star  Theater 


Interpreted  for  the  deaf  by 
Susan  Freundlich  and  Aileen  O’Neill 


Ramp  for  wheelchairs; 
bathrooms  not  accessible 

Childcare  provided 


On  February  22-23,  700  people  participated  in  a  festival  on  lesbian  and  gay  culture  sponsored  by  Boston 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  Against  the  Right  (BLAGMAR).  Pictured  above  is  La  Triba.  Other  music  was 
performed  by  Bill  Powell,  The  Lesbian  Rappers,  Bogainvillea,  Hillary  Kay,  Ina  Ray  and  Steve  Adams  and 
Laurie  Pleshar.  Three  Clowns,  Word  of  Mouth  Productions  and  the  Fag  Rag  Players  performed  theater 
pieces.  There  were  readings  by  poets  from  Committee  for  Gay  Youth,  Second  Wave  magazine,  Good  Gay 
Poets,  BLAGMAR,  and  Conditions  Five  magazine,  and  a  photography  exhibit  by  lesbian  and  gay  male ' 
photographers. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

1 6  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  (61 7)  267-7573 


At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out 
for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition  .  .  . 

For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  evening. 
Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 
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Classifieds 


ATTENTION  CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS 
The  time  has  come 
Today’s  the  day 
An  added  Buck 
You  have  to  pay. 

Please  see  new  ad  form  for  Increased 
rates  as  of  this  issue.  And  thanks  for 
advertising  with  GCN! _ 

JUST  FKIEKDS _ 

CAPE  ANN  MOTORCYCLISTS 
Any  gay  motorcyclist  on  Cape  Ann?  GF, 
2nd  yr  with  bike  and  still  green,  looking 
for  friends  M/F  to  ride  with,  this  season. 
546-7722. _ (33) 

GAY  FARMERS? 

There  must  be  other  men  out  there  who 
would  rather  be  splitting  wood  or  tend¬ 
ing  sheep  &  cattle  in  the  big  outdoors 
than  rotting  in  an  apartment.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  you  folks  and  exchange  en¬ 
ergies.  Write  GCN  Box  206.  (31  -32) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  mood  is  over,  colored  black. 

It’s  nice  to  have  my  sunshine  back. 
Cause  when  you  show  your  teeth  and 
bite, 

it  gives  me  rotten  dreams  at  night. 

I  hear  the  gnawing  in  the  wall, 

And  think  of  things  that  creep  and 
crawl. 

It  really  isn’t  fun  at  all. 

But  you  have  a  million-dollar  who-who 
And  I  love  you-hoo. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Saw  a  man  carrying  a  little  sheltie 
across  the  street  and  missed  you  very 
much.  Hope  you  are  all  well  and  happy 
and  missing  us. _ 

ROBERT  BOBBIE  BOB 
Wrote  you  a  long  letter,  not  yet  mailed, 
hope  you  get  it  soon.  Your  ears  should 
be  burning;  we  have  talked  much  about 
you  recently. _ 

STANLEY  ST.  GEORGE 
Love  you. _ 

BARBARA  G. 

Yours  received.  Are  you  coming  to 
Boston?  Pat  Bond  will  be  here  Mar.  8  to 
perform.  Can  you  come  for  that? _ 

GWM  32  BR  BLU  ENJOYS  DIVE 
rse  people,  entrepreneur  goal  orient.  In¬ 
terests:  phys.  cond  incl  jogging,  travel, 
nature,  theatre.  Resp  if  ur  r  drk,  hry,  reas 
endow,  cut,  slender,  attr,  masc  &  not 
into  bars,  smoking,  insincerity.  All 
photos  ans.  GCN  Box  214. _ (34) 

EX  TRANSSEXUAL 

Not  a  soapbox.  Would  sincerely  like  to 
help.  You  need  someone  who  knows. 
Have  talked  to  many  on  requests  from 
doctors.  Box  27309,  Memphis,  TN 
38127,  Sincere  reply. _ (32) 

Your  first  period?  Participate  in  re¬ 
search  on  the  last  taboo.  Write  “M,”  55 
Sutter,  Suite  641,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94104. _ (32) 

Seeking  to  build  lasting  relationship 
with  young  boyish,  smooth  body,  who 
has  his  head  together  and  appreciates 
an  elderly-  man.  Shyness,  beginners 
welcome  if  sincere.  Must  relocate  by 
end  of  June.  Write  with  photo  and  des¬ 
cription.  Mark  Box  111,  River  Rouge,  Ml 
48218. _ (34) 

GWM  39,  seeks  longterm  friendship 
with  the  same.  One  who  enjoys  life, 
Gdlkg,  sincere,  stable,  honest,  quiet, 
sensitive.  Likes:  music,  art,  movies,  out- 
doors,  people,  travel.  GCN  Box  212.  (32) 
Dear  21,  knowing  others  is  wisdom; 
Knowing  the  self  is  enlightenment. 

Mastering  others  requires  force; 
Mastering  the  self  needs  strength. 
_ I  love  you.  #3. _ (32) 

Would  like  to  share  thoughts,  experi¬ 
ence,  feelings  with  an  attractive  youn¬ 
ger  man  for  friendship  or  possibly 
mate/lover  relationship.  Qualities  I  like 
in  a  person:  Gentleness,  sense  of 
humor,  intelligence,  sensitivity,  atten¬ 
tiveness,  creativity,  playfulness,  rom¬ 
ance,  energy,  unselfishness,  responsi¬ 
bility.  I  enjoy  music,  movies,  fine  foods, 
natural  and  man-made  beauty,  value 
close  friends,  thoughtfulness,  sharing, 
and  anything  finely  and  beautifully 
done.  Am  considered  handsome,  ten¬ 
der,  witty,  perceptive,  flexible,  sup¬ 
portive,  WM,  Libra,  38  yrs,  5 '11",  1501b. 
brown  hair  and  eyes  —  a  photographer 
artist.  Casual  photo  appreciated.  Jim 
Griggs,  Box  364,  Volcano,  Hawaii 
96785. _ (35) 

HI  HUGGIE  BUGGIE  BEAR  XOX 
Surprize!  I  just  had  to  tell  the  whole 
world  that  I  love  you,  ’cause  you  are  so 
beautiful.  Sorry  times  r  so  hard  my 
sweet  love!  Snuggle  Bear.  P.S.  Hi  Pret¬ 
ty,  Pretty,  Pretty,  Pretty!!  Kissels,  and 
huggels  and  snuggles.  You  two,  three, 
four,  sixty-nine! _  (32) 

SPRING'S  COMING  UP.  .  . 

GM  gd  shape,  reas  attr  31,  sks  mature, 
settled,  25-35,  into  smlr  things:  News, 
Old  Boston,  skating,  musicals,  condi¬ 
tioning,  TM,  learning,  languages,  sing¬ 
ing,  group  discussion;  smart,  masc. 
GCN  Box  187. _ (34) 

GWF  29  honest  affectionate  sincere  sks 
same  to  share  romantic  dining  movies 
plays.  Tired  of  the  bars.  Pis,  no  drugs, 
heavy  drink,  games.  N.  Shore.  GCN  Box 
201. 

(3?) 


GWM  29  Boston  looking  for  companion 
and  possible  lover.  Like  music  and  writ¬ 
ing  politics  prefer  20  to  30  years.  GCN 
Box  211. _ (31/2) 

Lesbian  Contact:  We  are  everywhere! 
Write  to  lesbians  in  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  Send  general  informa¬ 
tion  about  yourself,  (likes,  dislikes,  hob¬ 
bies,  etc.)  and  the  state  or  Province 
you’d  like  to  write  to.  Include  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling  to:  Writesisters, 
P.O.  Box  8824,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408. 

 JF) 

GWF  33  wants  to  meet  other  GF  33 +  . 
Must  have  car,  ferns  only  send  photo 
write  PO  Box  77  Fitchburg,  MA  01420. 
_ (33) 

WANT  BUDDY  LOVER  OR  MATE 
GWM  36  (Ik  27),  6 '2",  175,  Grk  Act, 
seeks  guy  teens  to  31,  under  165,  waist 
to  32".  My  area  or  U  travel/relocate. 
Poss  perm  rltionship  &/or  home.  Des- 
crptn  &/or  photo  to:  Don,  PO  Box 
2281-G,  Syracuse,  NY  13220. _ (36) 

GBM  19,  creative,  sincere,  loving,  warm, 
Hvd-undgrd,  seeks  friends  and  more.  I 
luv  music,  movies,  conversation,  bks, 
the  arts  and  esp.  Romance.  Am  6 ' 1  Vi ", 
240,  GCN  Box  196. _ (32) 

ARE  YOU  A  GF  25  TO  35 
Beginning  to  work  seriously  on  career 
and  personal  life,  but  need  companion 
to  share  ideas,  lonely  times,  good 
times?  Why  time  in  a  bar?  Write  to  me, 
GWF  30.  Do  it  now.  You  won’t  regret  it. 
GCN  Box  216. _ (33) 

GM  just  coming  out  19,  brn  h,  brn  e,  sin¬ 
cere  caring  &  slim.  Like  Rock  N  Roll  & 
Disco  music,  love  camping  in  the  mts  & 
doing  just  about  anything  else,  want  to 
meet  other  GM’s  18  to  25,  race  not  im¬ 
portant.  Call  749-2775,  Dover,  NH  03820, 
ask  for  David. _ (35) 

PRINCESS  FALLING  EYELASH 
An  evening  at  Miguel’s  is  a  pleasure 
The  hours  to  follow  a  treasure 
But  now  I  hear  that  you’ll  not  be 
Near  and  these  pleasant  things  have 
Become  only  dreams.  I  love  you. 
_ Your  Lil  G _ (32) 

GWMseeksoldergaymenespeciallyinM 
aineforcorrespondencefriendshipmayb 
esexinterestedinyourlifestylehangupse 
tcalllettersanswereddiscretely.  GCN 
Box  215. _ (33) 

To  John,  bearded  guy  on  Marlboro  St. 
Remember  midnite  in  mid-Jan  with  a 
short  guy,  moustache  &  glasses?  Want 
to  do  it  again?  GCN  Box  218. _ (32) 

GWM  38,  6',  150,  wishes  to  hear  from 
others  who  share  my  philosophy.  If  you 
love  life,  are  committed  to  the  idea  of 
intellectual  growth  and  development 
thru  experiencing  places,  things,  ideas, 
people;  believe  in  self-expression  thru 
individuality  and  are  turned  on  by  open 
ness,  honesty,  integrity,  maybe  we  have 
something  to  share.  GCN  Box  219.  (33) 

MS.  AILEEN  RYAN! 

Ms.  Aileen  Ryan!  Say  it  is  not  true! 

You  would  have  murdered 
Roger  Casement  too! 

The  British  had  no  mercy, 

If  you  say  it’s  O.K., 

Who  will  save  you  from  harm 
When  It’s  your  turn  someday? 

Liam  Seamus  Doran _ (32) 

OUR  HELP  IN  AGES  PAST 
Buddha,  our  help  in  ages  past 
Our  hope  for  years  to  come 
Our  liberation  from  the  caste 
And  our  eternal  OOMMMMMMMM 

Igor  Simon  Vladimirde  Goldilox  (32) 

THE  HEART  IS  A  LONELY  HUNTER 
Bi-married  prof  M,  51  seeks  on-going 
close  &  tactile  friendship  with  same. 
Necessarily  discreet.  P.O.  Box  1988, 
Boston,  MA  02105. _ (33) 

WF  31  seeks  seasoned  sympathetic  GF 
to  teach  me  how  to  become  good 
friend/lover,  and  to  understand  gay 
world.  GCN  Box  207, _ (32) 

WORLDS  IN  COLLUSION! 

Can  red-headed,  ex-Trot-symp  Discord- 
ian-Llbertarian  from  Los  Angeles  infil¬ 
trate  “Tyrannies”  of  Boston,  e.g.  Saudi 
Boston,  Chuck-Ville,  Dorchester,  etc.? 
Free  the  kids’  heads  from  Louise  & 
Borgia  Sisters  by  turning  them  on  to 
Croppie  identity.  Must  be  done  from, 
outside  system,  even  most  “progres¬ 
sive”  part  is  death  to  imagination,  also 
Marxist  types  miss  point.  Turn  on  to 
clean  cut  look,  even  tho  head  is  in  freak- 
ism;  like  big  bikes  (politically  incor¬ 
rect?) 

LOOKING  4  PLACE  IN  BOSTON 
on  temporary  basis,  maybe  longer  if 
plans  work  out.  Mark  Grovsky,  1476 
California  St.,  #23,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94109. _ (32) 

PLEASE  HELP  GCN 
If  you  have  a  set  of  office  mailboxes, 
and  would  like  them  to  have  a  grateful 
home,  we  could  use  them  in  the  GCN 
office.  Please  contact  Richard  or  Mike 
at  426-4469  or  write  to  GCN,  22  Brom- 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Thanks. 

HELP  HELP  HELP,  SOS,  EVEN 
GCN  needs  desperately  some  flat  in¬ 
terior  white  wall  paint.  Anyone  who 
wishes  to  donate  some  to  our  collective 
well-being  (and  our  walls)  please  get  in 
touch  with  Mike  or  Richard  at  426-4469. 


GWF  early  30s  looking  to  develop  a 
longterm  relayship.  Would  like  to  meet 
honest  &  affectionate  people.  Like 
bowling,  movies.  Framingham  area. 
GCN  Box  210. _ (32/33) 


PERSONALIZED  SERVICE 
for  all  your  printing  needs.  Resumes, 
flyers,  etc.  Gay  owned.  Copy  Cellar,  55 
Broad  St.,  Boston.  542-8280. _ (ex) 
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Bisexual  couple  (M&F)  seek  friends, 
companions,  correspondence,  experi¬ 
ences,  love.  We  live  in  a  happy  minor 
paradise,  but  we  need  to  share  it.  Big 
house,  warm  stove.  Come  and  visit. 
Write  Box  1288,  Digby,  Nova  Scotia, 
Canada. _ (32, 38, 24, 20, 16) 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 

SERVICES _ 

THE  SHOP  ON  BURBANK.  .  . 
Antiques,  objets  d’Art,  good  used  furni¬ 
ture,  accessories,  and  interior  decora¬ 
tion.  T-S,  11-5,  Fenway  District,  78  Bur¬ 
bank  —  Corner  of  Hemenway.  536-1070. 
_ (32) 

LAUREL  COUNSELING 
Feminist  counseling  for  women 
Individual  and  lesbian  couples 
Initial  interview  $10 

Cambridge  354-7316. _ (34) 

Trained,  experienced  masseur  will 
make  you  feel  good  all  over.  Will  travel. 
Competitive  rates.  Young,  good  look- 
ing.  Box  132,  Laconia,  NH  03246.  (33) 

Experienced  Therapists  for  individuals 
&  couples,  gay  or  straight.  Sliding  scale 
fee.  Insurance  accepted.  Kevin  McGirr, 
RN.  (617)  354-0622. _ (34) 

MOUNT  IT 

Take  those  tacks  out  of  the  corners. 
Bring  us  your  photo,  print,  poster,  and 
we’ll  dry-mount  on  foam-cor  while  you 
wait.  A  more  finished  product  for  your 
wall.  Artworks  East,  62  Charles  St., 
Boston.  523-7181. _ (35) 

INCOME  TAXES  PREPARED 
Low  cost  &  fast,  free  consultation.  Beacon 
Hill.  Phone  367-9264. _ (31) 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 

.  _ (23) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP,  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (off  the  Pike, 

(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


MANAGEMENT  CONSULTANT 
Harvard  AB,  BU  MBA,  10  yrs  manage- 
mnt  experience  avail  part-time  to  help, 
with  financial,  marketing  and  other 
small-business  problems.  Fees 
negotiable.  Send  description  of  busi¬ 
ness  &  problem,  with  ph  #  to  GCN  Box 
194.  (32) 

WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE. 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL 

for  womon,  rttir  frimJl,  mi  fuiufi<i. 

(617)861-8824  Lexington,  Moat. 

HOUSECLEANING 

Thorough  and  reliable  housecleaning 
by  experienced  feminist  collective.  Call 
Paula  at  625-5133. _ (32) 

SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Humanistic  counselling  for  inds  and 
couples.  Open,  informal  atmosphere. 
Female  prof  Clinical  Soc.  Wkr.  15  yrs 
exp  in  SF/NYC.  Flexible  hours.  Fee 
negotiable  w/bartering  when  nec.  In  JP 
nearT,  Mariette  522-4572.  (38) 

Gay  Men’s  Weekend,  April  18,  led  by  2 
exp  therapists.  Improve  awareness  & 
communications.  Info.  Francis 
661-2032,  Kevin  354-0622, _ (34) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Seil  Associates  536-2665 
David  Seil,  M.D.  —  Director. 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confidenti¬ 
ality  &  support  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  and  Services.  Intro  copy  $3 
ppd.  Also  Gay  Women  Group  Travel. 
Info,  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947.  (37) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
Therapy  group  focusing  on  needs  of 
Gay/Bi  men  maried  to  women  has 
openings.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  M.A. 
661 -2032  or  24  hr  ans  serv  661 -7890.  (30) 
PERSONALIZED  SERVICE 
for  all  your  printing  needs.  Resumes, 
flyers,  etc.  Gay  owned.  Copy  Cellar,  55 
Broad  St.,  Boston.  542-8280. _ (ex) 

IT’S  TIME 

Start  changing,  growing  the  way  you 
want.  Sensitive  male  therapist  M.S. 
Prof.  Trained.  Gay-lesbian  clients, 
clectic  approach.  (617)  723-5651.  (15) 


CARPENTRY 

Renovations  and  repairs  a  specialty. 
Special  winter  rates.  Boston  area  only. 
Call  Ginny  Hodgdon,  787-9583.  (32) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Learn  to  express  what  you  feel,  want 
and  need,  and  feel  better  about  your¬ 
self!  Six-week  all  gay  assertiveness 
training  groups.  Call  965-2040  for  dates, 
cost,  location.  Leave  name  and  number. 
_ J38) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Wanted,  R  M  for  2  br  apt  in  JP  near  G 
Line  &  Pond.  Neat,  clean,  mature  over 
25,  150/mo  +  util.  Call  524-1517, 

Richard. 


2  people  want  3rd  for  feminist  semi  veg 
smoke-free  hsehold  near  Inman  Sq. 
$92  +  util.  We  seek  someone  who,  like 
us,  respects  individual  rights.  Prefer 
woman  interested  in  going  to  feminist 
and  lesbian  gatherings.  776-7458.  (32) 

GF  Ikg  for  gay  roommate,  F  or  M.  Re¬ 
sponsible,  quiet,  to  share  large  Beacon 
Hill  apt.  $150/mo,  heat  included.  Con¬ 
venient  to  MBTA.  Prof  or  grad  student 
pref.GCN  Box  213. _ (?) 

2  prof  F  seek  couple/singles  to  share 
large  home  in  Cochituate.  Country-liv¬ 
ing  convenient  (20  mins  to  Boston)  via 
Turnpike.  Lge  private  yd  w/vegetable 
garden  &  patio.  4  br,  country  K  w/bkft 
nook,  dw/disp,  w&d,  d.r.,  Irw/wood 
stove,  game  room  &  porch,  2  full  baths. 
$120-160/mo.  plus  utilities.  Non-smok- 
ing  women  please.  March  653-2142.  (33) 

GWM  wanted  to  share  super  3  bdrm  S. 
End  Duplex  nr  Orange  Line.  Grdn,  fplc, 
gourmet  kitchen,  giant  bdrom  for  you 
$200  no  util.  Call  Ken  262-3977.  (33) 

2  prof  L/F  seek  2  L/F  28-38  to  share 
extra  Ig  beautiful  apt  In  Arlington,  steps 
away  MBTA,  w/w,  dswh,  washing  ma¬ 
chine,  dryer,  F  &  B  porch,  2  Ig  bedrms. 
Avail  Apr  1  occupancy  12  5  ea  (1  mo  sec) 
plus  util.  Sorry,  no  pets.  Call  (617) 
643-4129. _ (34) 

2  women  needed  to  complete  our  home, 
large  Medford  apt  convenient  to  public 
transportation.  Smokers  OK,  dog  OK  (no 
cats).  $93.75  +  utilities.  Call  391-2033 
eves  or  625-5133  days. _ (c) 

Quiet  dependable  lesbians  wanted  for 
house  in  Newton  Corner.  Avail  3/1.  $115 
+  util.  Call  (617)527-0426. _ (33) 

JP  collective  of  3  men  and  4  women 
looking  for  new  member.  Veg,  no  smoke, 
no  pets,  non-sexist.  $125  includes  heat  & 
utilities.  522-1081.  _ (32) 

Friendly,  considerate,  responsible  F  sks  F 
26  +  to  share  sunny  Newton  house,  yard. 
Near  T,  stores.  Non-smokers  pref .  220/mo. 
Avail  4/1.  Denise,  965-9815.  Can  call  late. 

(32) 


f  ln«ifipd  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (nrior  to  Sunday  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run  _ 

publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 
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GWF  sks  F  25  +  prof,  grad  studt  or  art¬ 
ist.  Pref  mature/resp/indpt  to  share  4 
rms  basmnt  nr  Harv  Sq  T.  Imm  avail 
$170  w/util.  Call  491-5710. _ (33) 

GWM  24  prof  responsible  seeks  respon¬ 
sible  rmmate  for  2  bedroom  duplex  In 
South  End.  D&D,  exp  brick,  fp,  sundeck 
$237  Incl  h&hw.  Call  Stan  (617)  247-4187 
from  1 1-2PM,  not  a  sex  ad. _ (33) 

2  non-separatist  lesbian  feminists  seek 
2  more  women  for  Somerville  coop 
household  near  buses.  Share  chores, 
semi-veg  meals.  $118  plus  utils.  No 
pets.  Call  Emmy  628-1864  before  11PM. 
_ (32) 

Want  to  share  or  sublet  for  Apr  1st.  M, 
29  with  Bi  leanings.  Drug-free,  Socialist 
minded.  Pref  Back  Bay  area  w/mature 
people.  $150.  GCN  Box  220. _ (34) 

GWM  28  seeks  respon  GWM-F  to  shr  5 
rm  apt  in  All  nr  Harv  Sta.  $142  plus  util. 
Must  be  disc  as  fam  lives  in  nbrhd.  No 
pets.  254-8439.  M-Th  6-8PM. _ (35) 

M  or  F  roommate  to  share  Ig  clean  sun¬ 
ny  JP  apt  close  to  T,  pond,  stores,  clean 
quiet  consid  responsible  are  prereq.  No 
smokers,  pref  students  musicians 
or  other  arts  people  call  for  details 
John,  eves  522-4921. _ (32) 

Gay  painter/poet,  30,  looking  for  low 
rent  living/studio  space  in  Boston  area 
co-op  household  or  share  with  other  ar¬ 
tist.  Am  non-smoker,  non-veg  runner, 
hiker  moving  back  from  rural  NH  in 
March.  Write  GCN  Box  208. _ (32) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

OGUNQUIT  ME  INCOME  PROP 
Sm  attrac  2  bedroom  home  &  sep  firpl 
summer  cottage,  nice  Vi  acre  setting, 
walk  to  village  &  beach.  Call  (207) 
646-7419.  $64,900. _ (35) 

MOYERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed— Insured— Professional 
24  hrs./day-7  days/wk.  No  O.T.  charges. 
Local  Jobs-Local  Rates. _ 354-2184 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

_ 661-2958. _ (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844.  (c) 

WAHTEP 

Unwanted  appliances  moved  away  for 
free.  Must  be  in  working  order.  Call 
445-3604.  _ (32) 


HIKERS 

Looking  for  womyn  interested  in  hiking 
all  or  part  of  the  Appalachian  Trail. 
Starting  in  GA  mid  April.  Hope  to  reach 
Maine  by  Sept.  For  further  info  contact 
Joan  Warren,  P.O.  Box  5902,  Santa  Fe, 
NM  87501. _ (35) 

RESORTS _ 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 
Convenient  to  ail,  friendly. 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650,  March  thru  October. 

U.S.  VIRGIN  ISLANDS  HOTEL 
At  last  —  a  first  class  beachfront  resort 
in  the  Caribbean.  Gay  owned  and 
designed  especially  for  lovers!  Write  or 
call  for  Information  and  pictures:  The 
King  Frederik,  PO  Box  1908, 
Frederiksted,  USVI  00840.  Phone  direct: 
(809)772-1205.  (35) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SOUTH  END-WORCESTER  SQ 
Owner-occupied  rooming  house,  rooms 
with  eat-in  kitchens,  share  baths, 
sanded  floors  $185  includes  util.  Secur- 
ity  req.Tel  536-9546. _ (32) 

FUN  IN  THE  SUN! 

Studio  apt  w/kitchen  to  sublet  Apr  thr 
Aug.  Possible  option  to  keep  after  sum¬ 
mer.  Sunny,  bay  window,  high  ceiling. 
Between  Harv  &  Central  Sq.  Call 
661 -9633  eves  for  more  info.  (c) 

ACCOMMODATION 

THt  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms  —  Nightly  Rates 
Furn  Rooms  &  Apts  —  Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 

_ (617)  783-5701—5131  (35) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Fun  Ceramic  mug.  Life-sized  erection 
as  handle.  $8.50  plus  $1.00  postage. 
Send  chk  or  M.O.  to:  Gay  Enterprises, 
118  Mass  Ave.,  Suite  187,  Boston,  MA 
02115.  Dlrinq  invited. _ (34) 

ATTENTION  CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS 
The  time  has  come 
Today’s  the  day 
And  added  Buck 
You  have  to  pay. 

Please  see  new  ad  form  for  increased 
rates  as  of  this  issue.  And  thanks  for 
advertising  with  GCN! _ 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Printing  sales.  Will  train.  Good  income. 
Experience  a  plus.  Call  for  interview. 
Days:  542-8280;  Eves:  227-7754.  (33) 


EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY 

Ad  reps  needed  to  work  Immediately! 
F.T.  or  P.T.  during  your  own  hrs.  Meet 
new  people,  explore  new  places.  Great 
for  supplemental  income,  20%  com¬ 
mission.  Will  train.  Looking  for  reps  to 
work  NYC,  Wash.  DC,  Mid-west  ...  all 
areas.  Ad  agency  inquiries  encouraged! 
Call  “Yama,”  Gay  Community  News 
(617)426-7042. _ (c) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (CX3) 
organization),  Is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned 
basis.  In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  inde¬ 
pendent  journal  publishing  feminist 
theory  and  political  analysis.  Join  us  In 
a  unique  work  experience.  Our  only  re¬ 
quirement  is  enthusiasm!  Contact: 
Alexa  Freeman,  P.O.  Box  8843,  Wash- 
ington,  DC  20003.  (202)  293-1347,  (x) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for 
the  Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation. 
Exciting  part-time  work.  Call  after  3, 
M-Th  at  742-481 1 .  Thank  you. 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly 
has  openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary 
based  on  experience,  plus  15%  com- 
mission.  661-3567, _ (x) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOCIATION 
of  North  America:  educational,  legal, 
political  support  group  for 
intergenerational  relationships.  Write: 
NAMBLA,  Box  174,  NY,  NY  10018.  (33) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00. _ 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bl,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ajte.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 


D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1 151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici- 

pate: _ (23) 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  right  side  en¬ 
trance  on  Arlington  St,  at  5:30pm.  For 
info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355  Boyl- 
ston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 

536-6518. _ _ _ 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  (hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge 
St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward 
T.  Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

THE  BOSTON  TRIANGLE 
Forming  homosexual  association  for 
those  who  are  honest  in  desire  open 
with  a  return  expectation  from  the 
opposite  race  within  the  homosexual 
community.  Initial  statement  sent  on 
request.  GCN  Box  217. _ (34) 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a' 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza- 
lion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20) 

PUBLICATIONS 

Guardian,  independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly,  covers  black,  women’s,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer:  six 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.17St„  NYC,  NY  10011. _ (c) 


Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals. 
Twelve  Issues  $10,  sample  $1.  You're 
Not  Alone,  P.O.  Drawer  8398CH, 

Atlanta,  GA  30306  _ (c) 

Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15«  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336 Vi  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 
_ (1/mo) 

Working  Papers  on  Gay/Lesbian  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Socialism  —  a  collection  of  es¬ 
says  by  members  of  the  New  American 
Movement,  a  national  socialist-feminist 
organization.  $1.00  from  Boston-Area 
NAM,  POB  443,  Somerville,  MA  02144, 
(617)661-8372. _ (21) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays,  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. _ 

WOMEN  ORGANIZING 
A  Socialist-Feminist  Bulletin.  Articles 
on  Socialist-feminist  approaches  to  re¬ 
productive  rights,  lesbian/gay  libera¬ 
tion,  clerical  organizing.  Published  by 
NAM  Socialist-Feminist  Commission, 
Box  G,  3244  N.  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  IL 
60657,  $4  for  four  issues.  Also  available 
from  Boston-Area  NAM,  POB  443, 
Somerville,  MA  02144.  (617)  661-8372. 

 (ex) 


New  England  Bar  Guide 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON  

THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 
BUDDIES 

733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 
Cruise-Disco. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 
HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 
1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 
Leather.  Men. 

Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 
JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 
1 19  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 
Dancing.  Men. 

Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1  PM 
SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
TOGETHER 
110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 

BROCKTON 

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 


CAMBRIDGE 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 


FALL  RIVER 


THE  SWORD  AND  SHIELD 
735  Pleasant  675-1949 


LOWELL 


COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 


LYNN 


FRAN’S- PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 


NEW  BEDFORD 


PLAYERS 

145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 

X 

NORTHAMPTON 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROVINCETOWN 

THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 


RANDOLPH 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 

SALEM 


THE  LYCEUM  PUB 
41  Church  St. 

SPRINGFIELD 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 

TYNGSBORO 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 

WORCESTER 

ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 

Disco,  Mixed. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


MANCHESTER 


TUDOR  CAFE 
-  361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 

NORTH  CONWAY 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 

PORTSMOUTH  


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


VERMONT 


BELLOWS  FALLS 


ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 

FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 

BURLINGTON 


CHARLY  B.  GOOD 
15  Center  St. 


CONNECTICUT 


HARTFORD 

NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

EVERGREEN 

39  Webster  St.  527-9895 

(women) 

NEW  HAVEN 


PARTNFfi'S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 

(separate  women’s  room) 

RICARDO’S  COPA 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

168  York  (203)  787-1809 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  798-9655 

NEW  LONDON 

FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

(203)  443-8883 
SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 


NEW  MILFORD 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 
(203)  354-7901 


WATERBURY 


THE  CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 
(203)  755-7236 


WESTPORT 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
VINCENT’S  DISCO 
925  State  St.  East 
(203)  227-9888 


RHODE  ISLAND 

CENTRAL  FALLS 

MARTI’S  LOUNGE 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 


NEWPORT 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 


PROVIDENCE 


DEJA  VU 
Eddy  St. 

FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Weybosset 
MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

79  Dorrance  St.  (401)  621-8681 


SMITHFIELD 


THE  LOFT 

Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1180 


WOONSOCKET 


KINGS  &  QUEENS 
Front  St. 


MAINE 


AUGUSTA 


THE  EAST  SIDE 
,N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 

LEWISTON 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 

OGUNQUIT 

ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 


PORTLAND 

PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 

10  Union  Street  772-9401 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


Calendar 


weekly  events 


Sundays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St./Gov’t  Ctr.).  Men  and 
women.  2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch 
Shell,  Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call 
282-9161  for  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Basketball. 
Lindemann  Center  (Gov’t  Ctr.).  Beginners 
3-4:30pm;  experienced  4:30-6pm.  Info- 
227-6167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  1pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women’s  Center,  243 
W.  20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Men’s  rap.  For  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men.  Identity  House,  544  6th  Ave. 
243-8181.  2:30pm. 


mondays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  school  and  college  age  women  who  are, 
or  are  considering  being,  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-apm.  Join  us  for 
raps,  projects  and  outings. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in 
Morris  County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discus¬ 
sions,  socials.  Morristown  Unitarian.  Nor¬ 
mandy  Heights  Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switch¬ 
board:  (609)921-2565. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
Meeting.  Women's  Center,  243  W  20th  St 
691-5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  Meeting  for  men  and  women.  8pm 
339  Lafayette  St.  677-0237. 

tuesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  ClearSpace  rap  groups:  Living 
as  a  lesbian  woman.  Gay  Male  experience, 
Bisexual  groups,  Women’s  issues.  Second 
Tuesdays.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylcton, 
8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis. 
Organization  for  women.  Discussion  group. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass 
Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB 
activities. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program. 
(WBUR,  90.9FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire 
and  David  Socia  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 
New  York,  NY  —  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  Meetings  on  alternate  Tuesdays. 
156  5th  Ave  Room  505.  924-2970. 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston,  7-9pm.  Join  us  to  meet  and  talk 
about  our  lives. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St.fGov't  Ctr.)  Men  and 
women.  8-10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  meetings  to  organize 
a  women’s  political  party.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm  All 
women  invited.  For  info  call  876-0704. 
Bellows  Falls,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House. 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbian's/Gay  Men's  Coali¬ 
tion.  7-11pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the 
Square.  Refreshments,  music,  poetry.  For  Info 
call  Kevin  387-GAYS. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Coffee¬ 
house.  Call  691-0057  for  info. 

thursdays 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-ish.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Org¬ 
anization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  Info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 
7:30-8pm  munchies;  8-10pm  discussion.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St 
354-RR07. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near 
Houston).  8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 


Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  fof 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Squarr 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  cal 
623-9340. 


fridays 

Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome. 
426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking'  with 
Melanie  Berzon.  Women's  radio  program: 
Jazz,  R&B,  women's  music,  Ideas,  events  in- j 
formation.  1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  Cal! 1 
494-8810  for  input. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Swimming.  ] 
6-7pm  over  40  only;  7-9pm  all  ages.  Lindemann  ; 
Center  (near  Gov't  Ctr).  Info  227-6167. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over 
35  rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and 
2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  15  Chest¬ 
nut  St.  7pm.  996-3341. 

Saturdays 

Boston,  MA  —  Out  Here!  for  lesbians  and  gay  . 
youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at  the 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join  us 
for  outings,  raps  and  projects. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  rap  group.  26  9th 
Ave.  1pm.  242-1212. 


coming  events 


mar  0  mon 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Black  Star  Theater  FREE 
Film  Festival.  Tonight  showing:  "Salt  of  the 
Earth."  9:30  pm.  Harvard  Science  Center,  Lec¬ 
ture  Hall  A. 

Boston,  MA  — -  First  planning  meeting  for  the 
coming  lesbian/gay  Town  Meeting.  Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park). 
7:30  pm. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in 
Morris  County.  Political  discussion.  8:30  pm. 
Unitarian  Fellowship.  Normandy  Heights  Rd. 

mar  4  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  PAT  BOND  will  be  talking 
about  being  a  comedienne  and  a  WAC  on  Gay 
Way  (WBUR,  90.0  FM).  8:30-9:30  pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  will  meet  at  7:30 
pm.  355  Boylston.  All  those  who  work  in 
schools  (in  any  capacity)  are  invited  to  attend. 
Amherst,  MA  —  Showing  of  "Sunday  Bloody 
Sunday"  in  the  main  lecture  hall  of  Franklin 
Paterson  Hall  at  Hampshire  College.  8  pm.  Ad¬ 
mission  $1. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  Star  Theatre  FREE 
Film  Festival.  Tonight  showing:  "My  country 
occupied"  and  "Clare."  9:30  pm.  Harvard 
Science  Center  Lecture  Hall  A. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce.  General  meeting.  7  pm.  Hill 
Center,  350  Farmington  Ave.  Meets  the  FIRST 
TUESDAY  of  the  month.  All  are  Invited.  For 
further  info  Call  249-7691. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  "Hanging  on  for  dear  life  —  How  long 
should  a  lesbian  relationship  last?"  with  Bar¬ 
bara  Zllderblat,  psychologist.  26  9th  Ave.  8:30 
pm.  All  women  are  welcome. 

mar  5  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Planning  for  1980  Lesblan/Gay 
Pride  festivities.  Come  to  the  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  SI.)  If  you 
want  to  help  out.  7  pm.  The  theme  for  this 
year's  celebration  Is:  “All  our  voices,  all  our 
visions."  All  are  welcome.  For  more  into  call 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 
Meeting  to  schedule  Spring  trips.  Call  Rov  at 
625-7924  or  864-5770  x2577  for  more  info. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  Star  Theater  FREE 
Film  Festival.  Tonight  showing:  "Janey's 
Janie”  and  “Sally  Garcia  and  Family."  10  pm 
Harvard  Science  Center  Lecture  Hall  A. 


Beaton,  MA  —  Wheelock  College  Women's 
Center  is  showing  “We  Shall  Not  Be  Beaten  " 
Discussion  with  a  speaker  from  Transition 
House  follows.  7:30  pm.  Auditorium,  200  The 
Riverway. 


mar  6  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  His¬ 
tory  Project  meeting  to  share  ideas  and  exper¬ 
iences  in  doing  lesbian/gay  history.  Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  All 
are  welcome.  7:30  pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  Star  Theater  FREE 
Film  Festival.  Tonight  showing:  “Simple- 
mente  Jenny”  and  "Are  you  listening  —  Key 
woman  at  the  International  Women’s  Year 
Festival,  1977."  9:30  pm.  Harvard  Science 
Center  Lecture  Hall  A. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  will  present  an  even¬ 
ing  of  women’s  history.  7:30  pm.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  FREE!  For 
more  info  call  661-6015. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's  School  in 
Cambridge  will  be  offering  courses  in  topics 
of  Interest  to  women.  Registration  begins 
today  for  courses  starting  Mar  17  and  lasting 
10  weeks.  Classes  are  FREE!  For  more  info 
call  492-4845. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  The  importance  of  having  a  will  and 
how  to  make  one.  Attorneys  Robert  Roth  and 
Lloyd  Silverstein.  Unisex.  26  9th  Ave.  8:30  pm 
$2  contribution. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women's  Alternative. 
"What's  happening  in  feminist  religion?"  with 
Judith  Plaskow.  At  the  Universalist  Church 
76th  at  Central  Park  West.  8  pm.  $3  contribu¬ 
tion. 

maf  7  fri 

New  York,  NY  -  PAT  BOND  (featured  in  the 
film  “Word  Is  Out”)  will  appear  In  a  BENEFIT 
for  US  IGAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS)!  At  the  Hun¬ 
ter  College  Playhouse,  695  Park  Ave.  (at  68th 
St.,  near  lRT).  Sponsored  by  Lesbians  Rising 


and  the  Gay  Men’s  Alliance  of  Hunter  College. 
Get  your  tickets  at  the  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial 
Bookshop,  Djuna  Books,  Womanbooks,  or 
Women’s  Works:  $4.50,  or  $5  at  the  door. 
She’ll  be  doing  her  version  of  “Gertrude 
Stein.” 

Boston,  MA  -  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Swimming 
for  men  and  women  over  40. 6-7pm  at  the  Lind¬ 
emann  Center  pool  (near  Gov't  Ctr.)  Call 
Sturgis  at  227-6167  for  more  info. 

Amherst,  MA  —  UMass  Disco  Dance.  9pm- 
1am.  Sponsored  by  the  Gay  People's  Alliance. 
Campus  Center,  10th  floor.  Donation  $2.  (In 
bold  for  Dan  Berns.  HI  Dan!) 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Dance,  sponsored  by  the 
Harvard-Radcllffe  Gay  Students  Association 
and  the  Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  Legal  Is¬ 
sues.  9pm-1am.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  3rd 
floor,  NW  corner  of  Harvard  Yard.  Donation 
$2. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Telemark 
time:  weekend  of  downhill  skiing  on  cross 
country  skis.  Plnkham  Notch,  NH.  Call  John  at 
864-0823  for  details. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Community  Services  of 
Rl.  Workshop  on  gay  issues  for  mental  health 
professionals.  Call  728-6023  for  info. 
Farmingdale,  NY  —  Gay  Nurses'  Alliance. 
"Gay  people-straight  health  care."  A  slide- 
tape  show  and  discussion.  Roosevelt  Hall  at 
SUNY  Farmingdale,  Rm  111.  Noon.  For  info 
call  420-2121. 


\,amui'uye,  -  - „,  . . 

tional  dance  company,  will  perform  at  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  11  Garden  St. 
Tonight  and  tomorrow  at  8pm.  $4.  For  info  call 
864-7223. 


6  sat 


Boston,  MA  —  PAT  BOND  (featured  In  the  flln 
Word  Is  Out  and  Boston’s  favorite,  The  Threi 
Clowns,  will  appear  in  a  BENEFIT  for  US  (GA1 
COMMUNITY  NEWS)!II  At  the  Moderr 
Theatre,  532  Washington  St.  (near  Washing 
ton  stop  on  MBTA).  Tickets  In  advance  (Glac 
Day  Book  Shop,  New  Words,  Somewhere 
Bostlx)  $4.50;  $5  at  the  door. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Mt. 
Lafayette  overnight  hike,  Franconia  Notch 
NH.  Call  Jim  at  (315)  463-5370  or  Roy  at 
625-7924  or  864-5770  x2577. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  dance  to  cele 
brate  International  Women's  Day  and  to 
benefit  the  Cambridge  Women's  Center  Spm 
1am.  The  Group  School,  345  Franklin  St. 
Central  Sq.  For  more  info  call  354-8807 
Boston,  MA  —  The  Tillage  Loft  Series  show¬ 
casing  women's  work.  Karen  Ross,  feminist 
actress  of  Muse  Conceptions  performing  A 
Strong  Woman  Is.’  10pm.  367  Boylston.  Call 
262-2010  x?71,  for  more  Info.  $3. 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  Philadelphia  Black  Gays 
Is  extending  an  invitation  to  all  Philadelphia 
area  members  of  the  Third  World  sexual 
minority  communities  to  a  "Coming  Out" 
workshop  Call  Langston  Earley  at  564-3529 
for  details. 


9  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Speakers  Bureau  potluck 
dinner  and  training  session.  New  members 
welcome  for  speaking,  publicity,  research, 
writing  and  other  projects.  6pm.  Call  354-0133 
for  more  info. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  NW  corner  of  Har¬ 
vard  Yard.  1:30-4pm.  Newcomers  are  very  wel¬ 
come. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Atheists  League  of 
America  (GALA).  Bill  Thom,  of  Lambda  Legal 
Defense,  will  speak  on  the  recent  Onofre  deci¬ 
sion.  The  Zuckerman  Studio,  231  W.  18th  St 
3rd  floor.  For  more  info  call  982-7411. 

10  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Beantown  Softball  League 
meeting  for  interested  people  and  sponsors. 
7:30pm.  1 1  Bay  State  Rd.  (near  Kenmore  Sq.) 
For  more  info,  call  between  6  and  9pm  at 
247-0786 

New  York,  NY  —  New  York  Gay  Community 
Marching  Band,  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  At 
Medusa's  Revenge,  10  Bleecker  St.  For  Info 
call  864-1700  x709. 


IV  3UI1 

Lesbian  Marching  Band.  Flrat  OPEN 
REHEARSAL.  Somerville  Women's  Center,  38 
Un  on  Sq.  (2nd  fl).  4-6pm.  All  musicians 
we  come  (even  If  rusty),  also  baton  twlrfers, 
whistle  blowers,  banner  carriers  etc.  Drug  free 
event. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  Issue. 


